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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  DEPARTMENT, 

TOWN  HALL, 

READING 


June , 


1053. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952;  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  year  the  report  on  the  School  Health  Service  is 
presented  as  a  separate  document.  At  the  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  the  section  of  this  report  which  deals  with  our  duties 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  is  in  the  nature  of  a  survey 
report  after  five  years’  experience  of  the  new  Act  and  consequently 
is  larger  than  usual.  Therefore  my  comments  in  this  introduction 
are  of  a  general  nature. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
There  were  no  maternal  deaths  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  was 
the  lowest  on  record,  although  this  was  partly  offset  by  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  stillbirths.  The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
presented  no  special  features  and  I  am  pleased  to  record  that  there 
has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  Borough  for  over  four  years. 

So  far  as  the  National  Health  Service  Act  is  concerned,  the  year 
1952  can  probably  be  described  as  a  year  of  second  thoughts, 
during  which  the  pendulum  has  swung  back  towards  Local 
Authorities.  There  has  been  a  general  realisation  that  even  the 
incomplete  services  which  exist  for  the  treatment  and  rehabilitation 
of  sick  persons  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  hardly  touch 
the  task  of  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  their  mounting  costs 
make  one  wonder  what  the  cost  of  a  complete  treatment  and 
rehabilitation  service  would  be.  It  seems  to  be  a  popular  mis¬ 
conception  that  if  we  treat  enough  diseases  we  shall  only  have  a 
state  of  health  left.  The  prevention  of  disease  and  the  promotion 
of  positive  health  cannot  be  achieved  by  medical  practice  alone, 
but  require  the  full  utilisation  of  such  services  as  housing,  education, 
drainage,  water  supply  and  food  inspection,  all  of  which  are  functions 
of  local  authorities.  It  seems  unfortunate  that  this  swing  towards 
local  authorities  had  to  wait  the  arrival  of  a  state  of  financial  stress 
in  the  hospital  world. 
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Better  methods  of  liaison  and  the  formation  of  liaison  committees 
have  been  discussed  during  the  year;  reference  to  these  subjects 
will  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report.  For  my  part  I  would  like, 
once  again,  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Reading  and 
District  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  Reading 
Executive  Council  for  their  continued  co-operation  and  goodwill 
during  the  year. 

This  report  includes  the  last  report  which  will  be  submitted  by 
Mr.  W.  E.  Bond  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr.  Bond  served  the 
town  well  during  his  thirty- three  years  in  the  Department  and 
we  were  all  extremely  sorry  when  he  retired  in  May,  1953.  We 
wish  him  well  in  his  retirement  and  at  the  same  time  welcome 
Mr.  J.  Green,  his  successor. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  problems  of  bodity  health  and  personal 
relationships  which  arise  from  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions 
provided  some  of  our  most  difficult  tasks  during  the  year.  It  will 
be  seen  that  since  the  war  the  Council  has  built  just  over  2,000 
houses,  but  it  will  also  be  seen  that  our  population  has  increased 
by  15,000  since  1939.  If  we  allow  four  persons  per  family  it  will 
be  seen  that  we  require  nearly  4,000  new  houses  to  deal  with  this 
increase  of  population  alone.  In  addition,  of  course,  there  is  an 
unknown  number  of  houses  required  to  replace  property  which  has 
deteriorated  and  to  relieve  overcrowding  which  was  present  in 
1939.  I  hope  that  before  long  it  will  be  possible  to  undertake  a 
survey  of  the  housing  conditions  in  the  town,  not  only  to  ascertain 
the  degree  of  overcrowding  which  exists  but  also  to  estimate  the 
probable  future  life  of  a  great  man}^  houses  in  the  Borough.  It 
seems  to  me  that  only  by  means  of  such  a  survey  can  we  anticipate 
our  housing  requirements  over  the  next  few  years. 

It  has  at  last  been  realised  that  the  creation  of  large  housing 
estates  on  the  outskirts  of  any  sizable  town  creates  quite  a  number 
of  problems,  not  only  as  a  result  of  increased  rents  and  increased 
transport  costs  for  the  inhabitants,  but  also  because  such  estates 
often  occupy  valuable  agricultural  land.  I  hope  that  before  long 
the  Council  will  be  able  to  take  over  some  sub-standard  houses  in 
the  town  itself  and  bring  them  up  to  a  reasonable  standard.  I  am 
sure  that  accommodation  of  this  nature  will  be  appropriate  and 
acceptable  to  quite  a  number  of  families  who  are  at  present  living 
under  grossly  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  have  now  been  able  to 
relinquish  all  the  accommodation  for  infirm  elderly  people  which 
existed  in  Battle  Hospital.  This  accommodation  was  unsatisfactory 
and  dual  administration  presented  its  own  problems.  The  new 
hostels  provided  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
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1948,  are  a  distinct  advance  on  the  previously  available  accom¬ 
modation,  but  naturally  they  are  more  expensive  to  maintain.  It 
is,  however,  becoming  very  obvious  to  us  that  as  much  accommo¬ 
dation  as  possible  should  be  provided  on  ground  floor  level.  I  hope 
that  before  long  it  will  be  possible  to  undertake  a  system  of  regular 
additions  to  existing  accommodation.  There  is  ample  room  for  this 
at  Parkhurst,  Woodlands  and  Warren  House. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  which  has  been  given  to  me  by  all  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  during  the  year  and  also  to  thank  the  various  members 
of  my  staff  for  their  loyal  and  willing  help  during  1952. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(1951  figures  in  brackets.) 


Area  (acres) 

9,106 

(9,106) 

Population  (estimated  June,  1952) 

115,800 

(115,100) 

Area  Comparability  Factor — 

Births  ... 

•99 

(■99) 

Deaths  ... 

•94 

(•94) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 

rate  books  at  31.12.52 

31,211 

(30,754) 

Rateable  Value  (31.12.52) 

£1,152,907 

£1,136,179) 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (31.3.52) 

£4,660 

(£4,609) 

Total  cost  of  Services  administered  by 
the  Health  Committee  and  the  Welfare 
Services  Sub-Committee  of  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Committee  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1952: — 

Expenditure ... 

£176,805 

(£179,877) 

Income  (excluding  central  govern¬ 
ment  grants) 

£39,148 

(£38,330) 

Live  Births: —  Total  Males 

Females 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  pop. 

Legitimate  1,616  (1,693)  842  (862) 

774  (831) 

13-95  (14-71) 

Illegitimate  109  (103)  59  (56) 

50  (47) 

0-94  (0-89) 

Total  1,725  (1,796)  901  (918) 

824  (878) 

14-89  (15-60) 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year: — 

Legitimate 

36 

(52) 

Illegitimate 

4 

(-) 

To  tal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

40 

(52) 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births: — 

Legitimate 

22-28 

(30-71) 

Illegitimate 

36-69 

(— ) 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2319 

(28-95) 

Number  of  still-births  ... 

47 

(37) 

Rate  per  1,000  births  (total  births) 

26-52 

(20-19) 

Number  of  domiciliary  still-births 

8 

(6) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  month 

22 

(33) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate 

12-75 

(18-37) 

11 


Deaths — Net 

1,285 

(1,402) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

11  09 

(12*18) 

Number  of  marriages 

939 

(1,026) 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence 

of  childbirth 

: — 

From  sepsis 

— 

(-) 

From  other  causes 

— 

(i) 

TC  otal  . . .  .  * .  . . .  . . .  . . . 

— 

(i) 

Maternal  mortality  rate ... 

— 

(0-55) 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

242 

(184) 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ... 

— 

(1) 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

1 

(— ) 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

4 

(3) 

Tuberculosis  deaths: — 

Pulmonary 

20 

(34) 

Non-pulmonary 

4 

(-) 

All  forms 

24 

(34) 

Tuberculosis  death-rate  (per  1,000  population) 
Pulmonary 

0-17 

(0-29) 

Non-pulmonary 

0-03 

(-) 

All  forms 

0-20 

(0-29) 
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Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  for  Reading 
with  those  for  other  Areas 


160  County 
Boroughs  and 


England 

Great  Towns 

and 

(including 

Reading. 

Wales. 

London) . 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population — 

Births — - 

Live  births 

14-89 

15-3 

16-9 

Still  births 

0-40 

0-35 

0-43 

*26-52 

22-6 

24-6 

Deaths — 

All  causes 

11-09 

11-3 

12-1 

Whooping  cough 

0-01 

0-00 

0-00 

Diphtheria 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Tuberculosis 

0-21 

0-24 

0-28 

Influenza 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio¬ 

0-03 

0-04 

0-04 

encephalitis  ... 

0-02 

0-01 

0-01 

Pneumonia 

0-56 

0-47 

0-52 

Notifications  (corrected) — 

Scarlet  fever 

1-34 

1-53 

1-75 

Whooping  cough 

2-20 

2-61 

2-74 

Diphtheria 

0-00 

0-01 

0-01 

Measles  ... 

3-48 

8-86 

10-11 

Pneumonia 

0-87 

0-72 

0-80 

Meningococcal  infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

0-03 

0-03 

0-03 

encephalitis — 

Paralytic 

0-10 

0-06 

0-06 

Non-paralytic 

0-02 

0-03 

0-03 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

*34-42 

*17-87 

*23-94 

F ood  poisoning  ... 

0-12 

0-13 

0-16 

Erysipelas 

0-14 

0-14 

0-15 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births — 

Deaths — - 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 
Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under 

23-19 

27-6 

31-2 

2  years  of  age 

2-32 

1-1 

1-3 

Maternal  Mortality:  Rates  per  1,000 

Total 

(Live  and  Still)  Births. 

England 

Intermediate  List  No.  and  Cause. 

Reading. 

and 

Wales. 

A115  . 

•  •  • 

0-00 

0-09 

A116  . 

... 

0-00 

0-02 

0-00 

0-21 

A117  . 

... 

0-00 

0-09 

A118  . 

... 

0-00 

0-04 

A119  . 

... 

0-00 

0-07 

A120  . 

0-00 

0-20 

Note. — *  denotes  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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Analysis  of  Deaths  according  to  Residence, 

Male. 


Social  Group — 

I  .  21 

II  . 100 

Ilia  .  3 

b  .  26 

c  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

d  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

e  . 218 

IVa  .  30 

b  .  67 

Va  .  14 

b  .  103 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Industrial  Status — 

Employers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Managers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Branch  Managers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Managers  of  Offices,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  18 

Own  Account  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Operative  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  531 

Apprentice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Part-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Unpaid  Family  Worker  ...  ...  ...  — 

Out  of  W ork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Retired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Not  applicable ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Housewife  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Widow  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dependant  Child  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  248 

Electoral  Ward — 

Abbey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Battle  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Castle  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Caversham  East  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Caversham  West  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Church  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

East  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Katesgrove  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Minster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Redlands  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Tilehurst  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Victoria...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

West  .  55 


etc. 

Female. 

631 

19 

108 

1 

26 

33 

7 

204 

31 

87 

8 
64 
43 


29 

4 

3 

10 

23 

518 


44 


70 

171 

284 

16 

87 


14 

41 

36 

40 

57 

85 

80 

45 

22 

32 

101 

25 

53 
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Male. 

Female. 

Place  of  Death — 

Own  Home 

... 

...  336 

319 

Boyal  Berks  Hospital... 

•  •  • 

107 

52 

Battle  Hospital 

•  •  • 

47 

70 

Other  Chronic  Sick  Hospitals 

•  H* 

80 

91 

Sanatorium 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

Mental  Hospital 

•  •  • 

14 

24 

Part  III  Accommodation 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

Nursing  Home ... 

•  •  • 

13 

28 

Maternity  Home 

•  •  • 

. . .  — 

2 

Other 

.  .  . 

30 

40 

Address  at  Death — 

Inside  Borough 

•  •  • 

...  533 

523 

Outside  Borough 

•  *  « 

...  100 

108 

15 


Employment.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Employ¬ 
ment  Exchange  for  the  following  information: — 

The  main  industries  carried  on  in  the  Reading  area  are: — 

Agriculture 

Engineering 

Aircraft  and  Vehicle  Manufacture  and  Repair 

Biscuit  Manufacture 

Brewing  and  Malting 

Printing  and  Publishing 

Building 

Considerable  numbers  of  persons  are  also  employed  in  connection 
with  the  following  services  and  trades: — 

Transport 

National  Government 
Local  Government 
Distributive  Trades 
Hotel  and  Catering  Trades 

The  total  number  of  insured  workpeople  in  the  area  was  estimated 
in  June,  1951,  to  be  approximately  66,500.  (This  is  the  latest 
figure  available.) 

The  numbers  of  persons  registered  as  unemployed  at  the  Reading 
Employment  Exchange  and  the  Reading  Youth  Employment  Office 
during  1952  were  as  follows: — 


Date 

Men 

Women 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

March  . . . 

...  283 

270 

10 

18 

581 

June 

...  238 

241 

6 

9 

494 

September 

...  262 

188 

28 

31 

509 

December 

...  370 

192 

8 

15 

585 

Though  the  average  number  of  persons  unemployed  during  1952 
was  slightly  higher  than  during  1951,  it  was  less  than  1%  of  the 
total  insured  population.  (The  national  figure  was  roughly  2%.) 
Approximately  one  quarter  of  the  persons  unemployed  were 
registered  disabled  persons. 

METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  rainfall,  temperature, 
and  sunshine  hours  during  the  year.  Rainfall  and  temperature  were 
recorded  at  the  Forbury  Gardens  and  the  sunshine  hours  were 
recorded  at  Sutton’s  Seed  Trial  Grounds. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INFANT  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

RATES  SINGE  1903 


Year. 

Population. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth-rate 

per  1,000 

Living. 

No.  of  Infant 

Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality. 

Maternal 

Mortality. 

^  Total  No. 

of  Deaths. 

Death-rate 

j  per  1,000 

|  Living. 

|  Sepsis. 

J  Others. 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Births. 

1903 

75,277 

2,031 

26-98 

246 

121-1 

3 

2 

2-46 

973 

12-92 

1904 

76,678 

1,994 

26-00 

262 

131-4 

2 

5 

3-59 

1,065 

13-89 

1905 

78,105 

1,986 

25-43 

236 

118-8 

3 

4 

3-6 

1,022 

13-08 

1906 

79,559 

1,882 

23-66 

217 

115-3 

4 

6 

5-3 

1,016 

12-77 

1907 

81,040 

1,806 

22-28 

164 

90-8 

4 

8 

6-6 

983 

12-13 

1908 

82,549 

1,847 

22-37 

182 

98-5 

1 

4 

2-7 

963 

11-66 

1909 

84,085 

1,744 

20-74 

166 

95-2 

4 

4 

4-6 

962 

11-44 

1910 

84,355 

1,673 

19-83 

126 

75-3 

3 

4 

4-2 

844 

10-00 

1911 

87,693 

1,605 

21-32 

164 

102-2 

5 

3 

4-9 

911 

12-10 

1912 

88,603 

1,896 

21-40 

160 

84-4 

3 

3 

3-2 

1,015 

11-45 

1913 

89,339 

1,871 

20-94 

150 

80-2 

4 

4 

4-3 

1,035 

11-58 

1914 

90,083 

1,819 

20-19 

161 

88-5 

1 

6 

3-9 

1,082 

12-01 

1915 

86,299 

1,792 

19-89 

147 

82-0 

3 

3 

3-4 

1,199 

13-89 

1916 

92,563 

1,794 

19-38 

145 

80-8 

4 

— 

2-2 

1,230 

14-46 

1917 

91,936 

1,420 

15-44 

140 

98-6 

3 

4 

4-9 

1,172 

14-21 

1918 

92,320 

1,582 

17-14 

115 

72-7 

3 

4 

4-4 

1,317 

15-98 

1919 

95,175 

1,593 

16-7 

109 

68-4 

1 

3 

2-5 

1,091 

11-9 

1920 

95,387 

2,278 

24-8 

152 

66-7 

4 

7 

3-9 

1,016 

11-04 

1921 

92,274 

1,892 

20-4 

114 

60-2 

— 

1 

0-5 

1,069 

10-7 

1922 

92,990 

1,729 

18-5 

109 

63-04 

— 

2 

1-16 

1,135 

12-2 

1923 

93,160 

1,705 

18-3 

88 

51-6 

3 

8 

6-4 

1,036 

11-12 

1924 

93,680 

1,603 

17  1 

86 

53-6 

— 

5 

3-1 

1,006 

10-7 

1925 

93,910 

1,509 

16-07 

85 

56-3 

2 

5 

4-6 

1,042 

11-12 

1926 

93,290 

1,624 

17-6 

83 

50-5 

4 

1 

3-0 

1,139 

12-2 

1927 

94,890 

1,456 

15-3 

62 

42-5 

1 

9 

W 

2-0 

1,165 

12-3 

1928 

97,190 

1,489 

15-48 

80 

53-6 

4 

6 

6-7 

1,147 

11-9 

1929 

97,050 

1,446 

14-9 

75 

50-5 

1 

3 

2-8 

1,373 

14-1 

1930 

97,050 

1,404 

14-4 

77 

54-8 

— 

3 

2-1 

1,114 

11-4 

1931 

97,149 

1,477 

151 

66 

44-6 

1 

3 

2-7 

1,169 

12-0 

1932 

97,636 

1,396 

14-3 

77 

55-2 

1 

5 

4-29 

1,253 

12-8 

1933 

98,950 

1,380 

13-9 

87 

63-0 

1 

4 

2-9 

1,370 

13-6 

1934 

99,250 

1,414 

14-25 

58 

41-02 

3 

1 

2-8 

1,183 

11-9 

1935 

99,600 

1,475 

14-8 

76 

51-5 

2 

1 

1-9 

1,230 

12-3 

1936 

100,000 

1,436 

14-3 

73 

51-0 

1 

2 

2-1 

1,275 

12-8 

1937 

100,200 

1,581 

15-8 

79 

49-7 

— 

3 

1-8 

1,306 

13-0 

1938 

100,400 

1,582 

15-7 

60 

39-9 

1 

6 

4-4 

1,259 

12-5 

1939 

100,600 

1,564 

15-5 

79 

50-5 

1 

5 

3-9 

1,327 

13-2 

1940 

114,600 

1,725 

15-0 

88 

51-0 

— 

1 

0-5 

1,606 

14-1 

1941 

124,800 

1,913 

15-3 

113 

59-0 

2 

5 

3-7 

1,532 

12-2 

1942 

117,800 

1,833 

15-5 

70 

38-2 

1 

1 

1-1 

1,298 

11-0 

1943 

113,000 

1,925 

17-03 

83 

43-1 

1 

4 

2-6 

1,385 

12-2 

1944 

111,340 

2,139 

19-2 

87 

40-7 

— 

4 

1-8 

1,311 

12-0 

1945 

108,830 

2,066 

18-8 

98 

47-4 

1 

3 

1-9 

1,400 

12-8 

1946 

111,340 

2,226 

20-0 

98 

44-0 

— 

2 

0-89 

1,382 

12-4 

1947 

112,960 

2,533 

22-4 

89 

35-1 

— 

2 

0-77 

1,395 

12-3 

1948 

114,500 

2,100 

17-88 

71 

34-6 

2 

2 

1-9 

1,311 

11-45 

1949 

115,500 

1,873 

16-26 

47 

26-2 

— 

1 

0-52 

1,260 

10-93 

1950 

115,770 

1,761 

15-21 

46 

26-1 

— 

— 

— 

1,344 

11-61 

1951 

115,100 

1,833 

15-93 

52 

28-95 

— 

1 

0-55 

1,402 

12-18 

1952 

115,800 

1,772 

15-30 

40 

23-19 

— 

— 

— 

1,285 

11-09 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

(A)  GENERAL 

1.  Administration.  The  work  of  the  Council  under  Part  III 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  is  carried  out  through  the 
Health  Committee.  There  are  three  sub -committees  which  deal 
with  various  sections  of  the  Act.  The  Mental  Welfare  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  meets  once  a  quarter  and  deals  with  the  problems  of  mental 
welfare;  another  sub-committee  deals  with  the  work  under  Sections 
22,  23,  24,  25,  26  and  29;  a  third  sub-committee  deals  with  Sections 
27  and  28  of  the  Act  and  with  the  environmental  services  provided 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  other 
Acts.  In  practice,  these  arrangements  work  quite  well  and  each 
sub-committee  is  provided  with  an  adequate,  although  not  over¬ 
whelming,  amount  of  work.  There  is  also  another  sub-committee 
of  the  Health  Committee  which  deals  with  the  duties  of  the  Local 
Authority  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Particulars  of  the  administrative  arrangements  within  the 
Department  for  each  section  of  the  Service  will  be  found  in  the 
appropriate  sections  of  this  Report.  Close  co-ordination  of  the 
various  sections  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Department  is 
rendered  more  difficult  by  the  scattered  nature  of  the  office 
accommodation  available,  but  this  is  a  limitation  which  will  have 
to  be  accepted  for  many  years  to  come.  Unfortunately,  this  report 
does  not  deal  with  the  School  Health  Service,  but  it  must  be 
emphasised  that  in  Reading  the  School  Health  Service  is  very 
closely  interwoven  with  other  branches  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  Department.  On  the  other  hand,  Reading  is  a  compara¬ 
tively  small  local  Health  Authority  and  liaison  is  effected  more  by 
personal  contact  than  by  a  series  of  pyramids  of  responsibility. 
Like  so  many  other  schemes,  our  present  administrative  arrange¬ 
ment  has  grown  slowly  into  its  present  shape,  and  no  doubt  its 
development  has  been  fashioned  by  individual  personalities, 
problems  of  finance  and  limitations  of  accommodation  and  of  staff. 
The  result  of  all  this  is  that  most  of  the  work  of  co-ordination  is 
done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  himself.  Although  this  is  a 
formidable  task,  in  many  ways  it  is  not  a  bad  thing  since  he  is  kept 
very  much  in  touch  with  the  various  problems  which  arise  in  the 
different  sections  of  his  department. 

We  also  find  that  the  arrangement  whereby  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  the  officer  responsible  for  the  administration  of  Part  III  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act  is  a  good  one.  Many  of  the  problems 
which  present  themselves  concern  old  or  handicapped  people  and 
under  our  arrangements  here  there  are  few  difficulties  in  arranging 
that  the  appropriate  member  of  the  staff  will  deal  with  any 
particular  problem  which  may  present  itself  from  time  to  time. 

2.  Co-ordination  and  Co-operation  with  other  parts  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act.  Co-ordination  is  effected  to  a 
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considerable  extent  by  the  existence  of  interlocking  membership  of 
the  three  main  Committees  which  deal  with  the  various  aspects  of 
the  National  Health  Service  in  Reading.  Three  doctors,  one  chemist 
and  one  dentist  are  co-opted  on  to  the  Health  Committee.  Three 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
are  members  of  the  Reading  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee.  The  Reading  Town  Council  nominates  its  full  quota 
of  members  of  the  Reading  Executive  Council ,  although  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  not  one  of  the  persons  nominated.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  also  a  member  of  the  Medical  Advisory  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  Local 
Medical  Committee. 

Ad  hoc  conferences  have  taken  place  with  the  Reading  Executive 
Council  and  with  the  Reading  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  more  economical  use  of  the  Ambulance 
Services.  Discussions  are  still  taking  place  about  the  formation  of 
some  liaison  mechanism,  as  suggested  in  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  11/52.  So  far,  no  final  decision  has  been  made.  The 
Council’s  present  view  is  that  the  creation  of  a  formal  standing 
co-ordinating  Committee  is  cumbersome,  and  that  the  best  method 
of  securing  rapid  consultation  whenever  it  is  required  would  be 
best  effected  under  a  scheme  whereby  three  members,  with  standing 
deputies,  should  be  nominated  from  the  Reading  Borough  Council, 
the  Reading  Executive  Council,  the  Reading  and  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  the  Berkshire  County  Council  and  the 
Berkshire  Executive  Committee.  When  any  consultation  is  required 
between  two  or  more  of  these  Bodies,  then  the  appropriate 
representatives  can  be  summoned  at  short  notice.  It  is  felt  that 
such  an  arrangement  would  be  much  more  economical  in  time  than 
by  action  through  a  formal  standing  liaison  committee  which  may 
be  discussing  questions  which  are  only  of  interest  to  a  limited 
number  of  people  present. 

There  is  close  liaison  between  the  Health  Visitors  and  the  hospital 
staff,  especially  with  the  Hospital  Almoners'  Department.  We  are 
notified  of  some  cases  who  require  special  attention  and,  in  addition, 
we  provide  information  on  request  to  the  hospitals.  The  Department 
is  given  a  summary  of  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  and  recom¬ 
mendations  for  children  who  have  been  discharged  from  hospital 
and  also  for  adults  where  any  special  need  for  after-care  is  indicated. 
In  practice  we  find  that  we  do  not  get  information  about  all  child 
in-patients  because  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the 
parents  before  any  information  can  be  sent.  This  itself  is  an 
additional  burden  to  the  Hospital  Authorities  and  the  absence  of 
a  central  admission  department  in  the  local  hospitals  makes  the 
obtaining  of  this  consent  difficult  at  times,  but  I  must  express  my 
thanks  to  the  Hospital  Authorities  for  the  way  they  have  co-operated 
within  the  limitations  which  have  been  imposed  upon  them. 
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Liaison  with  General  Practitioners  takes  place  on  less  formal 
lines,  but  we  do  co-operate  with  them  in  such  ways  as  helping 
mothers  to  carry  out  the  doctor’s  instructions  and  advising  mothers 
to  take  their  children  to  the  family  doctor  if  it  seems  necessary. 

Midwives  and  District  Nurses  also  work  closely  with  General 
Practitioners  in  regard  to  particular  cases  under  their  care  at  the 
time. 

In  1948,  a  brochure  was  prepared  which  gave  particulars  of  the 
services  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  this  brochure  was  used  to  any  material  extent  and 
it  is  considered  that  the  facilities  offered  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  are  sufficiently  well  known  and  therefore  the  expense  of 
a  reprint  is  not  considered  justifiable. 

3.  Joint  Use  of  Staff.  Assistant  Medical  Officers  attend  the 
Paediatric  and  E.N.T.  Departments  of  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital, 
and  by  this  means  keep  in  touch  with  modern  clinical  opinion. 
One  General  Practitioner  contiunes  to  perform  the  weekly  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic  which  he  has  carried  on  for  a  number  of  years.  All 
four  of  our  Ante-natal  Clinics  are  staffed  by  General  Practitioners. 
Mr.  Wheeler,  the  Senior  Consultant  Obstetrician,  is  the  Consultant 
Obstetrician  to  the  Authority  and  is  paid  a  small  annual  fee  for  his 
services.  Apart  from  this  there  are  no  special  appointments  of 
consultant  staff  to  Local  Health  Authority  services.  My  impression 
is  that  the  consultants  would  not  have  sufficient  time  to  give  to  Local 
Health  Authority  work  even  if  special  Local  Authority  appointments 
were  contemplated.  At  present,  I  can  obtain  any  advice  which  I  may 
seek,  and  this  advice  is  given  willingly  and  readily.  Discussions 
about  joint  use  of  the  services  of  a  Chest  Physician  are  in  abeyance 
pending  the  decision  of  the  appropriate  National  Bodies. 

4.  Voluntary  Organisations.  Arrangements  are  in  existence 
whereby  the  Queen  Victoria  Institute  provides  a  district  nursing 
service  and  part  of  our  domiciliary  midwifery  service  as  the  Council’s 
agent.  The  Q.V.I.  has  sought  revision  of  this  Agreement  and  there 
are  certain  matters  which  are  not  satisfactory  so  far  as  the  Local 
Health  Authority  is  concerned.  Negotiations  have  been  protracted 
and  up  to  the  time  of  writing  (January  1953),  no  great  progress  has 
been  made  in  this  revision. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  also  provides  sitting  case  cars  under 
Section  27  of  the  Act.  Further  reference  to  this  will  be  made  later 
on  in  this  report. 

The  Council  also  gives  a  grant  under  Section  28  (3)  of  the 
N.H.S.A.  to  the  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association  in  respect 
of  after-care  work  for  tuberculous  patients. 

In  addition,  there  is  a  very  close  working  relationship  between 
the  British  Royal  Red  Cross  Society,  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Services  and  other  voluntary  bodies,  and  the  Local  Health 
Authority. 
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B.  PARTICULAR  SERVICES 

SECTION  21— PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  CENTRES 

During  the  year  sites  have  been  earmarked  at  Tilehurst,  Norcot 
and  Oxford  Road.  It  is  proposed  to  commence  building  a  new 
Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-natal  Clinic  on  the  new  Southcote  Housing 
Estate  during  1953  and  enough  adjoining  land  is  available  to 
provide  for  general  practitioner  <©a8ua4ty  rooms,  etc.,  if  they  are 
required  later.  cew&M 

SECTION  22— CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING 
MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Ante-natal  Clinics.  During  the  year  we  continued  with  two 
Municipal  Ante-natal  Clinics;  these  were  held  on  four  sessions  per 
week  and  were  attended  by  a  doctor.  In  addition,  the  Queen 
Victoria  Institute  have  a  midwives’  clinic  on  Friday  afternoons  at 
Star  Lane  and  three  of  the  Municipal  midwives  have  a  midwives  ’ 
clinic  there  every 'Friday  afternoon.  In  addition,  there  is  a  midwives’ 
clinic  at  Whitley  on  alternate  Thursday  afternoons.  These  mid  wives’ 
clinics  have  proved  popular  with  the  midwives  and  with  the  patients. 
They  allow  better  facilities  for  examination  and  save  a  lot  of 
travelling  time  for  the  midwives. 

Ante -natal  exercises  are  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  one 
of  the  midwives  on  one  session  per  week.  Unfortunately,  the 
midwives  are  generally  busy  in  the  mornings,  and  clinic  accommoda¬ 
tion  cannot  be  made  available  in  the  afternoons  for  this  work. 
I  would  like  to  be  in  a  position  to  offer  it  to  many  more  mothers, 
but  at  the  moment  this  is  impossible  because  of  limitation  of 
accommodation,  of  staff  and  of  finance.  The  results  in  the  few 
patients  who  perform  ante-natal  exercises  are  reported  to  be  very 
favourable.  The  arrangements  whereby  we  undertake  to  carry  out 
ante-natal  supervision  on  behalf  of  General  Practitioners  has 
continued  to  operate  satisfactorily.  During  the  year  174  women 
attended  the  clinic  for  the  first  time  and  of  these,  we  were  asked  to 
undertake  supervision  of  148.  This  last  figure  does  not  include 
patients  whose  medical  practitioner  is  the  clinic  doctor.  In  addition, 
32  women  did  not  book  a  doctor  and  attended  our  clinics  throughout 
pregnancy.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  attendances 
at  the  Ante-natal  Clinics: — 


Clinic 

Number  of 
Sessions 
held 

Ante-natal 

Post-natal 

New 

Patients 

Re¬ 

attendances 

Star  Lane 

153 

165 

736 

36 

Whitley  ... 

127 

147 

984 

67 

Total 

280 

312 

1,720 

103 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  issue  of  maternity  outfits  of  an 
approved  pattern  for  all  mothers  who  are  to  be  confined  at  home. 

Blood  Tests.  Our  practice  to  perform  venepuncture  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  blood  tests  for  Rhesus  Factor  and  Kahn 
Tests  for  General  Practitioners  and  our  own  patients  has  continued. 

The  following  table  is  of  interest: — 

Blood  tests  on — 

Clinic  patients  at  Star  Lane  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

General  practitioners’  patients  at  Star  Lane  ...  490 

Clinic  patients  at  Whitley  ...  ...  ...  '  ...  105 

General  practitioners’  patients  at  Whitley  ...  ...  90 

Post-natal  Clinics.  There  are  no  special  sessions  for  post-natal 
work;  the  work  is  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  ante-natal  session 
under  the  arrangements  outlined  above.  Most  of  the  examinations 
are,  of  course,  carried  out  by  the  General  Practitioners  under 
Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act;  this  is  one  of  the 
examinations  which  we  do  not  perform  on  behalf  of  General 
Practitioners  who  are  thereby  enabled  to  claim  their  special  fee. 
During  the  year,  103  women  attended  the  Clinic  for  post-natal 
examinations. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children,  This  work 
continues  to  be  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the  Reading  and 
Bradfield  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  and  other  agencies;  some 
cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  Department’s  own  staff.  During  the 
year  the  Corporation  accepted  financial  responsibility  for  the  care 
of  12  unmarried  mothers  in  suitable  homes  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

There  was  a  slight  alteration  in  our  agreement  with  the  Reading 
and  Bradfield  Moral  Welfare  Association  whereby  we  increased  the 
grant  which  we  give  to  them.  During  the  year  we  carried  out  a 
survey  to  ascertain  how  many  of  the  illegitimate  children  who 
were  born  during  the  year  were  still  living  with  their  mother,  and 
out  of  a  total  of  78  we  found  that  59  were  still  living  with  their 
mother,  none  were  in  the  care  of  the  Children’s  Department  and 
5  had  been  placed  for  adoption,  10  had  left  the  district  to  unknown 
addresses  and  2  had  died.  The  following  table  gives  the  illegitimacy 
rate  in  Reading  of  the  past  few  years: — 


1938  ... 

4-2 

1943  ... 

8-2 

1948  ... 

7-5 

1939  ... 

4-6 

1944  ... 

10-7 

1949  ... 

6-1 

1940  ... 

4-6 

1945  ... 

140 

1950  ... 

6-3 

1941  ... 

5*3 

1946  ... 

8-7 

1951  ... 

5-7 

1942  ... 

6-4 

1947  ... 

71 

1952  ... 

4-5 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  There  are  nine  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
which  have  a  total  of  14 J  sessions  per  week.  In  November  we 
opened  an  additional  fortnightly  session  at  St.  Barnabas’  Church 
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Hall,  Emmer  Green,  to  cater  for  the  new  housing  estate.  This 
accounts  for  the  half  session  to  which  reference  is  made.  All  clinics 
were  well  attended  and  it  is  estimated  that  75%  of  children  born 
during  the  year  attended  these  Clinics  at  least  once  during  1952. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Medical  Staff  consisted  of  four  whole¬ 
time  Assistant  Medical  Officers  and  one  General  Practitioner. 
I  feel  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have  one  particular  Medical 
Officer  designated  as  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  who  would 
be  responsible  for  the  detailed  administration  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Services.  I  also  hope  that  it  will  soon  be  possible 
to  appoint  an  additional  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  do 
infant  welfare  clinic  work. 


The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  attendances  at  the  Clinics 
during  1952: — 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


Centre 

No.  of 
Sessions 

New  Attendances 

1 

Re¬ 

attend¬ 

ances 

Average 

Attend¬ 

ances 

Star  Lane,  London  Street, 
Reading — 

Wednesday  ... 

52 

Under 

1  year 
of  age 

152 

Over 

1  year 
of  age 

7 

4,085 

82 

Friday 

51 

75 

3 

2,087 

42 

Elm  Park  Hall,  Oxford  Road, 
Reading — 

Tuesday,  a.m.  ... 

52 

40 

3 

1,603 

32 

Tuesday,  p.m.  ... 

52 

107 

5 

3,301 

66 

Thursday 

51 

75 

3 

3,076 

62 

Park  Institute,  Wokingham 
Road,  Reading — 

Monday... 

49 

81 

4 

3,191 

67 

Friday  ... 

50 

89 

7 

3,731 

77 

West  Memorial  Institute, 
Caversham — 

Tuesday 

52 

93 

13 

2,234 

45 

Thursday 

51 

74 

14 

2,180 

44 

Tilehurst  Village  Hall,  Tile- 
hurst 

49 

97 

15 

3,476 

73 

Whitley  Clinic— 

Wednesday 

52 

148 

8 

3,292 

66 

Friday  ... 

50 

110 

5 

2,872 

60 

St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Oxford 
Road 

52 

82 

19 

2,499 

50 

Shinfield,  Tyndale  Free  Church 

51 

66 

2 

2,009 

41 

St.  Barnabas’  Hall,  Emmer 
Green* 

2 

2 

1 

58 

31 

716 

1,291 

109 

i  39,694 

57 

*  This  Clinic  commenced  in  November,  1952,  and  to  be  held  fortnightly. 


25 


The  following  table  gives  the  percentage  of  children  who  have 
attended  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  over  the  last  five  years: — 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS,  1948-52 


Year 

New  Atte 
Under  1 

sndances  : 
Over  1 

Re-attendances 

Borough 

Live 

Births 

Percentage 
of  New 
Attendances 
to  Births 

1948 

1,587 

216 

49,132 

2,100 

75-5 

1949 

1,432 

162 

45,325 

1,873 

76-4 

1950 

1,328 

119 

40,968 

1,761 

75-4 

1951 

1,306 

134 

38,601 

1,772 

73-7 

1952 

1,291 

109 

39,694 

1,720 

75-0 

| 

1 

There  are  no  Consultant  Clinics  on  Local  Authority  premises. 
If,  however,  treatment  is  required,  children  are  generally  referred 
to  the  family  doctor.  In  cases  of  urgency,  they  are  referred  direct 
to  hospital  or  they  are  sometimes  referred  direct  to  a  consultant 
after  discussion  of  the  case  with  the  family  doctor. 

No  Local  Authority  Clinics  are  held  by  general  practitioners  at 
their  own  surgeries. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  still 
not  possible  to  obtain  a  suitable  applicant  for  the  post  of  Premature 
Baby  Nurse,  although  an  advertisement  was  still  current.  At  the 
time  of  writing,  however,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  an  appointment 
has  been  made  and  we  hope  that  the  nurse  appointed  will  be  able 
to  visit  the  Premature  Baby  Unit  at  Battle  Hospital  and  will 
become  familiar  with  the  babies  who  are  about  to  be  discharged 
and  will  carry  out  follow-up  visits  and  supervision  in  accordance 
with  instructions  which  have  been  given  at  the  hospital.  She  will, 
however,  remain  responsible  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
this  domiciliary  work. 

Pending  the  appointment  of  a  Premature  Baby  Nurse,  we  have 
continued  with  the  existing  arrangements  whereby  each  midwife 
has  a  special  cot  and  a  special  set  of  clothing  available  at  her 
house.  There  is  an  arrangement  whereby  an  oxygen  tent  and  stocks 
of  oxygen  are  kept  at  the  Ambulance  Depot  and  can  be  sent  out 
whenever  required.  In  addition,  a  Humalactor  (battery  model) 
is  available  in  the  Department.  Altogether  these  arrangements 
have  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  The  following 
table  gives  the  particulars  about  premature  babies  born  during 
the  year: — 
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00 

Premature  infants  born  in  Private 
and  General  Practitioner  Maternity 
Homes.* 

Nursed  entirely  in 

Sur¬ 

vived 

28 

days 

i 

|  | 

CO 

CO 

23 

1 

05 

Died 

on 

8th 

to 

28th 

day 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Died 

on 

2nd 

to 

7th 

day 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Died 

in 

first 

24 

hours 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Trans¬ 

ferred 

to 

hos¬ 

pital 

1 

1 

rH 
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Nursed  entirely  at  home. 
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vived 

28 

days 
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on 

8th 

to 
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day 
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i 

rH 

rH 

rH 

r-i 

p 

00 

Foetal  deaths 
and  over  5£1 

Hosp¬ 

ital 

CO 

<M 

rH 

iO 

rH 

o 

CO 

Nurs¬ 

ing 

homes 

1 

1 

i 

1 

rH 

00 

05 

Weight  in 
lbs.  oz. 

21b.  3oz.  or  less 

Over  21b.  3oz.  up 
to  and  including 
31b.  4oz. 

Over  31b.  4oz.  up 
to  and  including 
41b.  6oz. 

Over  41b.  6oz.  up 
to  and  including 
41b.  15oz. 

Over  41b.  15oz.  up 
to  and  including 
51b.  8oz. 

Over  5£lb.  (Still¬ 
births  only)  . . 

Total 

Premature  infants  born  in  Maternity  Homes  include  4  General  Practitioner  Maternity  Homes  under  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  3  Private  Maternity  Homes , 
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Supply  of  Dried  Milks,  Etc.  Arrangements  for  the  supply  of 
dried  milks  and  other  welfare  foods  have  proceeded  smoothly. 
These  are  available  at  cost  price  at  the  various  Local  Authority 
Clinics.  The  Ministry  of  Food  also  have  arrangements  for  distribu¬ 
tion  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Orange  Juice  at  the  same  clinics;  this 
distribution  is  carried  out  under  the  Ministry’s  own  arrangements. 

Dental  Care.  Our  scheme  for  dental  care  of  expectant  mothers 
and  young  children  is  carried  out  by  the  whole-time  School  Dental 
Officers ;  dentures  and  mechanical  work  are  carried  out  by  a 
technician  in  his  private  workshop.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
number  of  attendances  at  Ante-natal  Clinics  have  decreased 
considerably  since  1948  and  the  number  of  women  referred  by  the 
general  practitioners  who  conduct  these  clinics  throughout  the  year 
was  only  2.  The  pre-school  children  who  attend  our  Local  Authority 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  who  require  dental  treatment  are 
generally  referred  to  their  own  dentist  to  be  dealt  with  under 
Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  Mr.  J.  Campbell, 
L.D.S.,  Chief  Dental  Officer,  reports  as  follows: — 

Dental  Care  of  Expectant  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Pre-school  Children.  This  year  the  number  of  pre-school 
children  attending  the  school  clinic  for  treatment  shows  a  very 
small  decrease.  There  is  a  corresponding  drop  in  the  amount  of 
work  done,  except  in  the  case  of  fillings  (108)  which  shows  an 
increase  over  last  year’s  figure  (64). 

In  the  event  of  more  Dental  Officers  becoming  available,  much 
more  time  could  be  spent  on  the  dental  care  of  pre-school  children, 
by  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  The 
premature  loss  or  over  retention  of  the  first  dentition  can,  and  does 
in  a  great  many  cases,  cause  irregularity  in  the  permanent  series. 
This  can  only  be  prevented  by  the  inspection  and  treatment  of 
the  child  at  an  early  age.  It  can  thus  be  seen  that  this  is  a  very 
important  part  of  child  dentistry  and  it  is  regrettable  that  this 
section  of  our  work  cannot  be  developed  at  present. 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers.  This  section  has  shown  no 
demand  for  treatment  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Two  mothers 
were  inspected  but  neither  completed  her  treatment. 

The  following  tables  detail  the  work  carried  out: — 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE,  1952 
DENTAL  TREATMENT 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  Dental  Care 


Examined 

Needed 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

dentally  fit 

Expectant  and 
nursing  mothers 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

Children  under  5 

298 

298 

298 

271 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE,  1952 
DENTAL  TREATMENT 


Pre-school 

Ante-  and 
Post-natal 

Inspections 

298 

2 

Treated  ... 

298 

1 

Attendances 

514 

4 

Extractions 

307 

2 

Local  Anaesthetics 

13 

— 

General  Anaesthetics  ... 

135 

1 

Fillings  ... 

108 

— 

Scale  and  Clean 

5 

— 

Dressings 

116 

4 

Silver  Nitrate 

298 

— 

X-rays 

— 

— 

Full  Dentures  ... 

— 

— 

Part  Dentures  ... 

- - 

— 

Advice 

26 

— 

Discharged . 

271 

— 

Day  Nurseries.  The  two  day  nurseries  in  the  town  continued 
to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  there  are  no  material 
changes  to  report.  Both  these  nurseries  are  accommodated  in  old 
houses,  both  of  which  are  earmarked  for  other  purposes  in  the  near 
future.  Indeed,  Holybrook  House  is  due  to  be  utilised  for  educational 
purposes  in  1955.  It  is  going  to  be  difficult  to  find  alternative 
sites  which  are  as  conveniently  situated  as  the  present  nurseries. 
Although  ad  hoc  buildings  have  their  advantages,  they  also  have 
their  disadvantages  since  they  rarely  have  such  good  garden 
accommodation  as  we  have  in  our  present  nurseries. 

The  main  item  of  note  during  the  year  was  the  implementation 
of  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Amendment  Act, 
1952,  which  allowed  us  to  increase  our  charges  for  children  at 
these  nurseries.  A  graduated  scale  of  charges  was  drawn  up  which 
varied  with  the  income  of  the  parent (s).  On  the  whole,  this  has 
been  well  received  and  the  number  of  withdrawals  from  the  nursery 
have  been  very  small.  Throughout  the  year  we  have  continued 
with  the  policy  of  providing  accommodation  for  children  of  widows, 
divorcees,  women  who  have  been  deserted  by  their  husbands,  or 
single  girls.  Other  cases  were  considered  strictly  on  their  merits. 


Daily  Average  Attendance  for  each  month  of  the  year,  1952 

(Monday  to  Friday) 


Nursery 

J  anuary 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

Holybrook  House 

30 

34 

36 

28* 

34 

34 

38 

31 

36 

36 

34 

27 

398 

Victoria  Square 

36 

26* 

34 

35 

41 

41 

42 

35 

38 

45 

41 

33 

447 

66 

60 

70 

63 

75 

75 

80 

66 

74 

81 

75 

60 

845 

*  20  cases  Chicken-pox,  11  cases  Measles. 
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The  following  details  relate  to  the  position  as  at  31st  December, 


1952 


Num 

Approve 

ber  of 
id  Places 

Number  of 
the  Registei 
of  the 

Children  on 
"  at  the  end 
year 

Averag 

attendanc 

je  daily 
e  for  year 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

45 

45 

27 

54 

23 

47 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinics.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Secretary, 
Mrs.  E.  Smith,  for  the  following  information. 

407  new  patients  were  registered  at  the  Clinic  in  1952.  In  the 
course  of  the  year,  2,441  visits  were  paid  by  patients  new  and  old. 
The  proportion  of  patients  sent  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing 
professions  increases.  Clinic  sessions  having  become  too  crowded, 
arrangements  were  made  at  the  beginning  of  November  for  holding 
two  additional  sessions  a  month,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
mornings.  While  it  is  too  early  to  form  a  definite  opinion,  there  is 
indication  that  they  will  prove  successful  and  be  more  convenient 
for  certain  patients. 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

Mr.  Bishop’s  report  is  as  follows:— 

“  Number  of  new  cases:  184,  which  involved  the  welfare  of  491 
children. 


“Classification  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


Neglect  ... 

•  • 

.  113 

Advice  sought  ... 

•  • 

44 

Assault  and  ill-treatment 

#  # 

.  23 

Moral  danger 

•  , 

3 

Beyond  control  ... 

•  • 

1 

T  o  •••  •••  ••• 

•  • 

.  184 

Prosecuted 

1 

case. 

Dealt  with  by  Juvenile  Courts 

2 

cases. 

Supervisions  made 

758 

Miscellaneous  visits 

1,151 

Branch  enquiries  for  other  districts ... 

Grand  total  number  of  calls  made  during 

35 

the  year 

2,128 

5  5  w 
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SECTION  23— DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

On  the  31st  December  there  were  five  municipal  midwives 
employed  (four  district  midwives  and  one  relief  midwife)  in  addition 
to  six  midwives  employed  by  the  Queen  Victoria  Institute  which 
acts  as  the  Corporation’s  agent  for  part  of  this  service.  The  Institute 
is  a  recognised  Training  School  for  Part  II  of  the  C.M.B.  Examina¬ 
tion,  and  takes  pupils  either  for  the  whole  of  Part  II  or  for  part  of 
it.  Students  in  this  latter  category  come  from  Battle  Hospital. 
All  mid  wives  are  trained  to  administer  gas  analgesia,  and  the 
supplies  of  machines  are  adequate.  Midwives  continue  to  give 
pethidine  on  their  own  initiative  and  the  scheme  has  worked 
smoothly  throughout  the  year. 

The  scheme  for  institutional  midwifery  continued  on  the  lines 
previously  laid  down.  Patients  in  whom  some  severe  complication 
is  anticipated  are  dealt  with  at  the  Battle  Hospital  Maternity  Unit. 
General  practitioner  cases  where  there  are  medical  indications  for 
institutional  confinement  are  booked  direct  by  the  doctor  either  to 
Dellwoocl  Maternity  Home,  the  Chiltern  Maternity  Home  or  the 
Bed  Bureau,  which  arranges  for  appropriate  accommodation  to  be 
provided. 

All  cases  in  which  there  is  no  anticipated  medical  abnormality 
but  where  institutional  confinement  is  recommended  because  of 
bad  social  conditions  are  seen  by  members  of  the  Department’s 
midwifery  staff.  If  home  confinement  is  considered  inadvisable, 
a  recommendation  is  made  to  the  Bed  Bureau  which  arranges  for 
the  patient  to  be  confined  in  a  suitable  hospital  or  maternity  home. 
So  far  as  possible,  Reading  patients  are  confined  in  the  General 
Practitioner  Maternity  Homes,  but  owing  to  the  great  pressure  on 
the  beds,  a  number  have  had  to  be  sent  to  Wokingham  or  to 
Henley. 

During  the  year  we  “  vetted  ”  989  applications  of  whom  767  were 
recommended  for  institutional  confinement. 

It  is  too  early  to  say  whether  the  alteration  in  the  maternity 
benefits  as  between  hospital  and  domiciliary  confinement  have  had 
any  effect  in  reducing  the  demand  for  hospital  confinement.  My 
own  impression  is  that  it  has  had  no  such  effect.  The  following 
table  shows  the  trend  of  confinements  during  the  recent 
years : — 


32 


Year 

Total 

Confinements 

Domiciliary 

Confinements 

Percentage 
of  Total 

1938 

1,552 

1,000 

64-4 

1939 

1,564 

897 

57-7 

1940 

1,725 

931 

54-0 

1941 

1,913 

931 

49-0 

1942 

1,833 

858 

46-8 

1943 

1,925 

907 

47-0 

1944 

2,139 

925 

43-2 

1945 

2,066 

806 

39-0 

1946 

2,226 

791 

35-5 

1947 

2,250 

765 

34-0 

1948 

2,100 

645 

30-7 

1949 

1,855 

603 

32-5 

1950 

1,809 

559 

30-9 

1951 

1,805 

635 

35-1 

1952 

1,767 

614 

34-7 

Particulars  of  Confinements  of  Reading  Women  Inside  and 
Outside  the  Borough  based  on  notifications 

Births. 

Male  926  Legitimate  1,688  Live  1,720  (twins:  36  prs.) 

Female  841  Illegitimate  79  Still  47 


Weights. 

2  lb.  3  oz.  or  under  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

2  lb.  4  oz.-3  lb.  4  oz.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

3  lb.  5  oz.-4  lb.  6  oz.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

4  lb.  7  oz.-4  lb.  15  oz _  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

5  lb. -5  lb.  8  oz.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

5  lb.  8  oz.-5  lb.  15  oz _  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

6  lb. -6  lb.  7  oz.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

6  lb.  8  oz.-6  lb.  15  oz _  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  269 

7  lb. -7  lb.  7  oz.  .  355 

7  lb.  8  oz.  or  over  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  780 
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Place  of  Birth. 

Born  in  Borough 
Born  out  of  Borough  . . . 

Domiciliary — 

Inside  Borough 
Outside  Borough 

Hospital— 

Battle  (booked) 
Battle  (emergency)  ... 
Other 


1,657 

110 


612 

2 


262 

73 

2 


Private  Nursing  Homes — 

The  Hill 
St.  Monan’s  ... 

Chiltern 

Others 

H.M.C.  Maternity  Homes — 
Dellwood 
Wallingford 
Townlands  ... 
Wokingham  ... 


49 

23 

10 

27 


419 

5 

19 

49 


Contractual  (arrangements  with  nursing  homes) — 

Winfield 

Chiltern  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Attended  during  labour  by  doctor  ... 

Attended  during  labour  by  midwife  only  ... 

Domiciliary  cases  attended  during  labour  by  doctor 
Domiciliary  cases  attended  during  labour  by  midwife  only 


28 

177 

489 

1,278 

127 

487 


Total  Births  which  occurred  in  the  Borough— Reading  and 
Non-Reading  Residents  (based  on  notifications). 

Births. 

Male  1,243  Legitimate  2,229  Live  2,273  (twins:  83  prs.) 

Female  1,105  Illegitimate  119  Still  75 


Weights. 

2  lb.  3  oz.  or  under 

2  lb.  4  oz.-3  lb.  4  oz. 

3  lb.  5  oz.-4  lb.  6  oz. 

4  lb.  7  oz.-4  lb.  15  oz. 

5  lb. -5  lb.  8  oz. 

5  lb.  8  oz.-5  lb.  15  oz. 

6  lb. -6  lb.  7  oz. 

6  lb.  8  oz.-6  lb.  15  oz. 

7  lb. -7  lb.  7  oz. 

7  lb.  8  oz.  or  over 


14 

19 

64 

28 

88 

89 

232 

351 

460 

1,003 
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Place  of  Birth. 

Domiciliary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  614 

Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  792 

Private  Nursing  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

H.M.C.  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  491 

Contractual  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  274 

Dellwood. 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives ...  ...  ...  360 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors  ...  ...  ...  131 

Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed  ...  ...  ...  469 

Maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


PROVISIONAL  CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


Cause 

Under 
1  wk. 

1-2 

wks. 

2-3 

wks. 

3-4 

wks. 

Total 

under 

1  mth. 

1-3 

mths. 

3-6 

mths. 

6-9 

mths. 

9-12 

mths. 

Total 

under 

1  yr. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Gastro-enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

5 

Prematurity, 

Congenital 

Malformations 

15 

3 

1 

_ 

- 

19 

2 

1 

1 

1 

24 

Other  causes  . . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

15 

4 

3 

— 

22 

7 

5 

2 

4 

40 

Stillbirths.  An  analysis  of  46  Reading  cases  revealed  the 
following : — 

Thirty-seven  occurred  in  hospital  or  in  H.M.C.  Nursing  Homes. 
These  include  6  cases  where  the  mother  was  transferred  in  labour 
from  the  district  to  the  hospital. 

Eight  occurred  in  domiciliary  practices  and  one  occurred  in  a 
private  nursing  home. 

Possible  causes  were: — 

Maternal  toxaemia  ... 

Malpresentation 

Prematurity  associated  with  A.P.H. 

Malformation ... 

Undetermined 


10 

21 

7 

7 

1 


Maternal  Deaths.  There  was  one  maternal  death  in  Battle 
Hospital.  She  died  during  labour  of  subarachnoid  haemorrhage. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  New  regulations  caused  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  although  there  appears 
to  have  been  only  one  instance  of  puerperal  sepsis.  Altogether, 
28  Reading  residents  were  notified  as  suffering  from  this  condition.. 
Seventeen  of  them  were  booked  cases  at  Battle  Hospital,  3  were 
transferred  from  H.M.C.  Nursing  Homes  in  labour,  4  were  trans¬ 
ferred  in  labour  from  the  district,  2  occurred  in  private  nursing 
homes  and  2  were  domiciliary  cases  and  were  nursed  at  home. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  There  were  no  cases  notified  during 
the  year. 


The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  acts  as  the  medical  supervisor 
of  mid  wives.  The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area  at  the 
end  of  the  year  is  given  in  the  following  table: — 


(a) 

(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


Number  of  Midwives  practising 
in  the  area  of  the  Local  Super¬ 
vising  Authority  at  the  end  of 


the  year 

Domiciliary 

Midwives 

Midwives  in 
Institutions 

Total 

Midwives  employed  by  the 
Authority 

5 

— 

5 

i 

Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary 
Organisations — 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the 
Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 

1946  . 

(ii)  Otherwise  (including  Hospitals 
not  transferred  to  the  Minister 
under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act)  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Midwives  employed  by  Hospital 
Management  Committees  or  Board 
of  Governors  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act 

32 

32 

Midwives  in  Private  Practice  (in¬ 
cluding  Midwives  employed  in 
Nursing  Homes)  ... 

, 

14 

14 

Total 

11 

46 

57 

Total 
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Number  of  Maternity  Cases  in  the  Area  of 
Authority  attended  by  Midwives  durir 
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Domiciliary  Midwives — Administration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 


(1) 

Domiciliary 
Midwives 
employed 
directly  by 
Local  Health 
Authority 

(2) 

Domiciliary  Midwives 
employed  in  public 
midwifery  service  under 
Section  23  by  Voluntary 
Organisations  as  agents  of 
Local  Health  Authority 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

(a)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives  practis¬ 
ing  in  the  area  at  end  of  year,  who  were 
qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  anal¬ 
gesia  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  ... 

5 

G 

11 

(b)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  for  the 
administration  of  gas  and  air  in  use  at 
end  of  year 

. 

7 

13 

(c)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air 
was  administered  by  midwives  in  domi¬ 
ciliary  practice  during  the  year: — 

(i)  When  acting  as  a  midwife  ... 

213 

252 

465 

(ii)  When  acting  as  a  maternity  nurse 

13 

20 

33 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethedine  was 
administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary 
practice  during  the  year: — 

(i)  When  acting  as  a  midwife  ... 

65 

130 

195 

(ii)  When  acting  as  a  maternity  nurse... 

23 

30 

53 

The  following  table  is  of  interest  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
confinements  attended  by  Queen  Victoria  Institute  and  Municipal 
Midwives.  No  account  has  been  taken  of  the  pupil  midwives  who 
work  with  the  Queen  Victoria  Institute: — 


Queen  Victoria  Institute  Municipal 


Year 

No.  of 
Midwives 

No.  of 
Confine¬ 
ments 

Average 

per 

Midwife 

No.  of 
Midwives 

No.  of 
Confine¬ 
ments 

Average 

per 

Midwife 

1949 

6 

328 

55 

5 

275 

55 

1950 

6 

285 

47 

4-8 

274 

57 

1951 

6 

343 

57 

4 

302 

75 

1952 

6 

339 

56 

4-2 

320 

76 

SECTION  24 — HEALTH  VISITING 

The  shortage  of  Health  Visitors  continued  to  be  a  major  problem 
throughout  the  year.  Our  establishment  for  Health  Visitors,  School 
Nurses  and  Tuberculosis  Visitors  is  on  the  low  side,  being  19  plus 
the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor.  The  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor  is  also  Non-Medical  Inspector  of  Midwives,  but  she  is  not 
Superintendent  School  Nurse  and  does  not  supervise  the  work  of 
the  special  Tuberculosis  Visitors. 
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Unfortunately,  we  were  not  able  to  maintain  our  strength  even 
within  this  low  level.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  that 
five  nurses  were  engaged  whole-time  on  school  medical  work,  two 
whole- time  nurses  on  Tuberculosis  visiting,  two  on  whole- time 
health  visiting  and  four  on  combined  health  visiting  and  school 
nursing.  In  addition,  there  was  one  trained  health  visitor  working 
part-time. 

The  Assisted  Training  Scheme  continued  during  the  year.  On 
the  31st  December  we  had  one  nurse  away  at  a  Training  School 
under  this  scheme ;  she  will  come  back  to  us  for  a  period  of  two  years 
as  a  Health  Visitor. 

During  the  year  Health  Visitors  continued  to  work  closely  with 
the  hospital  authorities  by  providing  and  receiving  reports  on  special 
cases  and  carrying  out  special  follow-up  visits.  “  Vetting  ”  of 
chronic  sick  patients  who  were  recommended  for  admission  to 
hospital  was  also  continued. 

I  feel  sure  that  there  could  be  a  good  deal  of  extension  of  the 
Health  Visitor’s  work,  but  unfortunately  we  are  limited  by  shortage 
of  staff  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


First  visits  to  children  under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  1,735 

Total  visits  to  children  under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  9,331 

First  visits  to  children  aged  1-5  years  ...  ...  ...  83 

Total  visits  to  children  aged  1-5  years  ...  ...  ...  16,646 

First  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  476 

Total  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  891 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  677 


Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  29,839 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  special  visits  were  paid 


by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor: — 

Visits  to  midwives...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Inspection  of  midwives’  records  and  equipment  ...  31 

District  supervision  of  nurseries ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Visits  to  maternity  home  helps  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Examination  of  private  nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  to  day  nurseries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Visits  to  premature  babies  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stillbirth  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Infant  death  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  re  puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Visits  to  hospitals  and  maternity  homes  ...  ...  46 

Special  miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 
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SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 


Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  steps  which  are  being 
taken  to  revise  our  existing  agreement  with  the  Queen  Victoria 
Institute,  but  it  can  be  said  that  any  differences  which  have  arisen 
have  not  affected  the  standard  of  care  which  has  been  given  to 
patients  nor  the  regard  which  is  held  for  the  importance  of  this 
service.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  existence  of  an  efficient  home 
nursing  service  will  help  to  take  the  load  off  the  hospitals.  The 
staff  position  improved  during  the  year  and  it  was  possible  for  me 
to  write  to  the  doctors  in  the  town  to  say  that  we  could  undertake 
all  the  home  nursing  work  which  they  cared  to  ask  us  to  take  on. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  20  nurses,  including  7  candidates 
in  addition  to  6  nurses  engaged  on  a  part-time  basis.  Unfortunately, 
this  improvement  in  the  staff  position  has  not  been  maintained. 

The  Queen  Victoria  Institute,  Reading,  is  a  key  training  home 
and  we  train  a  certain  number  of  our  own  candidates  and  also 
candidates  from  other  Authorities.  There  are  four  homes  which 
cover  various  parts  of  the  town  and  each  of  the  homes  provide 
domiciliary  midwifery  and  nursing  services.  All  homes  are  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  who  is  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Corporation.  Since  1948  new  homes  have  been  acquired 
at  Northcourt  Avenue  and  Woodcote  Road  to  replace  existing  homes 
which  were  unsatisfactory.  Transport  is  provided  in  the  way  of 
bicycles,  bicycles  with  motor  attachments,  autocycles  or  cars. 
The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  for  1952: — 

Number  of  cases  on  books  on  first  day  of  the  year  ...  330 

Number  of  new  cases  nursed  during  the  year  ...  ...  2,752 

Referred  by— 

Patient’s  family  doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,328 


Hospital  ... 

Patient’s  application 


246 

178 


Classification  of  new  cases — 


Medical  . . . 
Surgical  ... 


2,387 

365 


Total  number  of  general  nursing  visits  paid  during 


the  year 


74,168 


Classification  of  discharges — 
Convalescent 
Transferred  to  hospital... 


812 

333 

382 

1,177 


Died 

Relieved  ... 


Number  of  cases  on  the  books  on  the  last  day  of  the 

y  ©ci/i*  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


387 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  since  1949: — 


Year 

Number  of  cases  nursed 

Total  number  of  visits 

1949 

2,741 

92,000 

1950 

2,761 

84,029 

1951 

2,831 

66,937 

1952 

3,082 

74,168 

District  nurses  have  played  an  important  part  in  the  domiciliary 
treatment  scheme  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis;  there  has  been  a 
tendency  recently  for  the  chest  physician  to  reduce  the  number  of 
injections  which  have  been  prescribed,  and  this  may  account  for 
some  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  visits  paid.  Also,  of  course, 
modern  drugs  do  tend  to  cut  short  the  duration  of  an  illness  and 
reduce  the  number  of  nursing  visits  necessary  to  each  case. 

So  far  as  possible,  efforts  are  made  to  instruct  relatives  in  simple 
nursing  procedures  so  that  they  can  be  competent  to  undertake 
work  which  might  rightly  be  allocated  to  them. 

I  sometimes  wonder  whether  more  patients  could  not  be  trained 
to  give  themselves  insulin  injections  and  thus  avoid  a  steady  demand 
of  the  services  of  the  district  nurses. 


SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  arrangements  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and 
against  whooping  cough,  either  in  combination  or  separately, 
continued  to  be  carried  out  by  medical  officers  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  at  special  clinic  sessions,  and  also  by  general  practitioners 
in  their  own  surgeries.  For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  there 
were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Reading. 

We  find  in  practice  that  the  demand  for  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  alone  is  very  much  on  the  decrease;  indeed  I  believe 
that  if  this  was  the  only  disease  against  which  we  offered  immunisa¬ 
tion,  the  demand  would  be  quite  small.  There  is  a  very  strong 
demand  on  the  part  of  mothers  for  immunisation  against  whooping 
cough,  and  in  practice,  nearly  all  our  injections  are  injections  of 
combined  prophylactic.  One  of  the  difficulties  we  have  found  is 
to  persuade  mothers  to  have  their  babies  inoculated  in  the  first 
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few  months  of  life.  Our  practice  is  to  advise  combined  immunisation 
as  early  as  possible  after  the  third  month,  and  to  advise  a  booster 
dose  12  months  later  on.  In  Reading,  it  seems  to  be  the  practice 
to  carry  out  vaccination  as  the  first  immunilogical  procedure.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  greater  number  of  these  are  performed  by 
general  practitioners.  This  takes  time  and  in  practice  we  find 
that  a  good  many  of  the  babies  are  presented  to  us  for  immunisation 
against  whooping  cough  in  the  second  half  of  their  first  year  of 
life.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  decided  to  suspend  all 
immunisations  because  of  a  sudden  increase  in  the  cases  of  polio¬ 
myelitis  in  the  town;  they  were  resumed  early  in  1953. 

Immunisation.  The  following  table  gives  the  position  as  at 
the  31st  December,  1952.  These  figures  include  children  who  were 
given  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisations: — 


Age  at 
31/12/52 
i.e.,  born 
in  Year 

Under  1 
1952 

1 

1951 

2 

1950 

3 

1949 

4 

1948 

5 — 9 

1943-1947 

10-14 

1938-1942 

Total 
under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

75 

839 

1,049 

1,231 

1,349 

7,267 

5,614 

17,424 

Estimated 

mid-year 

Population, 

1952 

8,900 

=  51-04  per  cent, 
immunised 

17,000 

=  75-77  per  cent, 
immunised 

Booster  Doses  for  Diphtheria  alone  ...  ...  ...  ...  955 

Do.  for  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  ...  272 


The  number  of  children  who  completed  the  course  of  inoculation 
with  Pertussis  Vaccines  (including  S.B.M.  and  vaccines  combined 
with  diphtheria  prophylactic)  during  the  year  1952  was  as  follows: — 


Age  at  Date  of 
Final  Injection 


Under 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

1  year 

years 

years 

401 

608 

89 

1,098 

Booster  Doses — Combined  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria...  284 
Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 
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Vaccination.  The  following  table  gives  the  position  as  at  the 
31st  December,  1952.  The  number  of  live  births  during  1952  was 
1,720;  this  gives  an  acceptance  rate  of  37%. 


Age  at  31/12/52, 
i.e.,  born  in  Year 

Under  1 
1952 

1  year 

1951 

2-4 

1948-50 

5-14 

1938-47 

15  or  over 
before  1938 

Total 

Number 

Vaccinated 

631 

8 

33 

23 

175 

870 

Number 

Re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

— 

— 

179 

179 

Vaccination  Figures  for  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1952. 


Clinic 

0—6  months 

7—12  months 

Over  12  months 

Totals 

Grovelands 

53 

14 

8 

75 

Whitley 

64 

6 

9 

79 

Tilehurst 

19 

2 

1 

22 

Caversham 

28 

6 

5 

39 

School 

57 

14 

13 

84  (3) 

Carried  out  by 
Private 
Practitioners 

265 

103 

382 

750  (176) 

Totals 

486 

145 

418 

1,049  (179) 

(179)  Figures  in  parenthesis  denote  re-vaccinations  included  in  total. 


SECTION  26.  IMMUNISATION  FIGURES  FOR  PERIOD  1st  JANUARY  to  31st  DECEMBER,  1952 
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SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

A.  Ambulances.  The  arrangements  in  Reading  are  that  the 
Transport  Manager  is  the  officer  responsible  for  the  Ambulance 
Service  and  the  Transport  Committee  is  the  Committee  responsible 
for  its  day-to-day  administration.  Credit  is  due  to  the  Transport 
Manager  and  his  staff  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  have 
administered  this  service  throughout  1952. 

Since  1948  four  new  ambulances  and  two  new  light  ambulances 
have  been  provided ;  the  Transport  Manager  is  intending  to 
standardize  on  Morris  ambulances.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  six  large  ambulances  stationed  at  the  Central  Transport 
Depot  in  addition  to  one  stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  This 
latter  ambulance  is  an  old  wartime  vehicle  and  is  reserved  for 
cases  of  smallpox.  The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  also  operates 
one  vehicle  by  which  it  carries  out  certain  duties  as  agent  for  the 
Corporation  subject  to  100%  refund  of  expenses.  The  British  Red 
Cross  Society  also  undertakes  some  journeys  at  our  request;  this 
service  ranks  as  a  supplementary  service  and  is  paid  for  on  a  mileage 
basis. 

Our  service  covers  not  only  the  County  Borough  of  Reading  but 
also  the  fringe  area  of  the  town  which  extends  into  Berkshire  and 
Oxfordshire.  We  act  as  agents  of  the  Berkshire  County  Council 
for  this  fringe  area  and  we  are  reimbursed  a  fixed  annual  sum  for 
this  work.  Journeys  undertaken  on  behalf  of  Oxfordshire  County 
Council  within  the  fringe  area  are  recharged  on  a  mileage  basis. 

In  spite  of  all  efforts  at  economy  and  better  administration,  the 
use  of  the  ambulances  has  continued  to  rise  year  by  year  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  table  which  refers  to  all  journeys  undertaken 
from  our  depot  and  is  not  confined  to  Reading  cases: — - 


Year. 

Journeys. 

Patients. 

Mileage. 

1949 

8,797 

10,098 

88,884 

1950 

10,702 

12,165 

106,256 

1951 

12,176 

14,097 

119,839 

1952 

15,649 

18,096 

139,596 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  for  1952: — 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE,  1952— ALL  AREAS. 


Journeys. 

Patients. 

Mileage. 

Emergency 

1,219 

1,232 

5,696 

Non-urgent 

12,972 

15,426 

117,684 

Bed  Bureau 

1,414 

1,434 

15,561 

Midwifery  Flying  Squad 

44 

4 

655 

Departmental  Ambulances 

12,105 

13,171 

107,823 

*Departmental  Light  Ambulances 

1,951 

2,093 

17,792 

St.  John  Ambulance 

1,593 

2,832 

13,981 

British  Red  Cross  Society 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

*  From  1st  July,  1952,  only. 
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BOROUGH 

CASES  ONLY. 

Journeys. 

Mileage. 

Emergency 

.  1,044 

3,750 

Non-urgent 

.  11,391 

95,298 

Bed  Bureau 

.  1,265 

12,871 

Midwifery  Flying  Squad 

.  42 

609 

Departmental  Ambulances 

.  12,353 

100,515 

St.  John  Ambulance  ... 

.  1,389 

12,013 

British  Red  Cross  Society 

.  Nil 

Nil 

*  Includes  light  ambulances. 


In  addition,  21  patients  were  conveyed  by  railway  ambulance  for 
a  total  of  2,267  miles. 

B.  Hospital  Car  Service.  The  Hospital  Car  Service  is  an 
autonomous  voluntary  organisation  with  whom  the  Reading 
Borough  Council  and  the  Berkshire  County  Council  are  in  contract 
to  provide  a  service  of  sitting  case  cars.  The  Hospital  Car  Service 
is  only  obliged  to  consult  me  in  respect  of  any  journey  which  is  over 
70  miles  in  distance. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  since 
1949 : — 


HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE. 


Year. 

Mileage. 

Patients. 

1949 

88,332 

6,213 

1950 

78,062 

7,408 

1951 

86,224 

9,949 

1952 

108,808 

11,712 

The  figures  for  1950,  1951  and  1952  refer  to  Borough  cases  only; 
cases  rechargeable  under  Section  24  of  the  National  Health  Service 
(Amendment)  Act,  1949,  have  been  excluded. 

C.  General  Considerations.  Naturally  a  good  deal  of  the  time 
of  the  Health  Committee  has  been  devoted  to  consideration  of 
possible  economies  in  the  running  of  this  service,  but  I  think  we 
must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  Reading  is  an  important  road 
and  rail  traffic  junction  and,  therefore,  we  are  particularly  liable 
to  have  to  deal  with  a  large  number  of  casualties.  Fortunately, 
such  an  emergency  has  not  yet  arisen,  but  I  think  the  Health 
Committee  would  be  well  advised  to  reassure  itself  from  time  to 
time  about  the  adequacy  of  our  arrangements  to  deal  with  such 
an  emergency,  especially  at  night  time. 

There  have  been  vague  stories  of  abuse  of  these  services,  but  it 
is  difficult  to  get  concrete  data  about  any  particular  case;  whether 
abuse  exists  to  any  material  extent  or  not  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
the  present  situation  in  respect  of  free  transport  under  Section  27 
is  irrational  in  many  respects.  If  a  resident  of  a  north  country 
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town  has  a  motor  accident  in  Reading  which  involves  his  arm,  the 
probability  is  that  he  will  be  considered  fit  to  travel  to  his  home 
by  ordinary  transport  arrangements  and  will,  therefore,  have  to 
pay  his  own  expenses.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  has  an  injury  which 
affects  his  leg,  the  probability  is  that  he  will  be  recommended  for 
transport  under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
and  we  will  have  to  make  appropriate  arrangements  for  his  transport 
at  no  cost  to  the  patient.  Similar  anomalies  occur  in  respect  of 
people  who  are  going  to  the  seaside  for  convalescence  or  who  are 
attending  hospital  for  out-patient  treatment.  I  feel  that  the  time 
has  now  come  when  some  consideration  should  be  given  either  to 
making  all  journeys  free  to  patients  who  are  travelling  for  some 
medical  reason  or  asking  them  to  pay  the  equivalent  of  the  cost  of 
public  transport  for  the  distance  which  is  travelled.  I  often  wonder 
how  many  of  the  journeys  undertaken  by  people  who  are  going 
to  convalesce  with  friends  at  the  seaside  would,  in  fact,  be  undertaken 
if  they  had  to  pay  the  equivalent  of  the  cost  of  public  transport 
for  that  journey. 


SECTION  28— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 
AFTER-CARE. 

A.  Tuberculosis.  (See  also  Section  re  Infectious  Disease.) 

During  the  year  we  revised  our  arrangements  with  the  Reading 
Tuberculosis  Care  Association.  Much  of  the  work  was  taken  over 
under  the  direct  administration  of  the  department  and  we  made  a 
grant  to  the  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association  under  Section 
28  (3)  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  subject  to  certain  rights 
as  to  representation  on  the  Executive  Committee.  The  Council’s 
Tuberculosis  Welfare  Officer  continued  to  work  as  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Association. 

At  the  end  of  November,  Mrs.  Janet  Snow  resigned  for  domestic 
reasons  and  we  were  all  very  sorry  to  lose  her  services.  She  was  the 
first  person  to  hold  this  post  and  her  pioneer  efforts  were  much 
appreciated.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  L.  M.  Foster-Carter. 

(a)  Report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Welfare  Officer.  The  shortage  of 
hospital  beds  is  still  acute  and  many  nursing  necessities  such  as 
sheets,  blankets,  bed-rests  and  rubber  rings,  are  loaned  out  to 
patients  on  home  treatment  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Health 
Visitors.  Close  contact  is  maintained  with  the  National  Assistance 
Board,  the  Domestic  Help  Service,  Housing  Department,  the 
Children’s  Officer,  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  and  other  statutory  and  non-statutory  agencies. 
It  has  frequently  been  possible  to  put  patients  into  touch  with  the 
appropriate  organisation  to  deal  with  their  particular  needs.  The 
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following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  help  which  has  been  given  from 
statutory  funds: — 


Holiday  convalescence  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7  cases. 

Milk 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

100  ,, 

Meals  on  wheels ... 

*  .  .  ... 

7  „ 

Boarding  out  of  contacts 

... 

3  „ 

(b)  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care 

Association. 

The  Hon.  Secretary 

reports  as  follows:— 

“  Tuberculosis  is  such  a  long-term  disease  that  patients  are  liable 
to  become  depressed  by  periods  of  long  inactivity  and  by  the 
financial  worry  of  a  reduced  income  to  meet  the  extra  expenses  due 
to  illness.  Patients  have  been  helped  to  a  considerable  extent  from 
statutory  funds  provided  by  the  Reading  Borough  Council,  but 
there  are  many  cases  whose  needs  are  not  covered  by  statutory 
funds  and  in  this  respect  the  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association 
has  been  able  to  provide  useful  and  timely  help.  Two  schemes 
deserve  special  mention,  viz.,  the  winter  fuel  scheme  and  the  home 
gardening  scheme.  Under  the  winter  fuel  scheme  certain  patients 
on  home  treatment  are  given  financial  help  to  meet  their  fuel  bills. 
We  also  find  that  many  patients  have  moved  to  new  houses  which 
have  large  gardens  to  which  they  are  unable  to  give  the  necessary 
attention.  Throughout  the  year  our  garden  scheme  has  continued 
to  operate  and  several  gardens  have  been  dug  with  the  help  of  two 
voluntary  workers  and  one  patient  who  was  paid  by  the  Association. 
Messrs.  Sutton  &  Sons  Ltd.  have  most  generously  donated  two  large 
consignments  of  seeds  for  the  use  of  patients. 

££  Under  the  Christmas  Parcels  Scheme  90  food  parcels  were 
delivered  to  patients  together  with  gifts  to  their  children.  One-third 
of  the  cost  of  these  parcels  was  met  from  voluntary  funds  and 
two-thirds  were  from  statutory  funds.  In  addition,  18  patients 
have  been  helped  in  the  supply  of  milk  and  5  have  received  help 
in  going  away  for  a  period  of  convalescence.” 

(c)  Christmas  Seal  Sale.  In  view  of  the  importance  which  is 
attached  to  the  efforts  of  voluntary  bodies,  I  feel  justified  in  reporting 
at  some  length  on  this  subject. 

For  the  third  successive  year  a  Christmas  Seal  Sale  has  been 
organised  within  the  County  Borough  of  Reading  to  aid  the 
voluntary  funds  of  the  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association. 
The  proceeds  of  the  sale — which  is  the  main  source  of  income — 
enables  the  Association  to  give  encouragement,  extra  help  and 
benefits  for  tuberculosis  patients  and  their  families. 

The  amounts  raised  in  the  first  two  campaigns  were  £375  19s.  Od. 
and  £376  4s.  5d.  respectively.  In  endeavouring  to  maintain  this 
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standard  in  its  third  venture,  the  controlling  Committee  was 
increased  to  27 — all  volunteers— a  representative  of  the  Council  (1), 
the  Association’s  Executive  Committee  (2),  Health  (Welfare  Section 
Staff)  (2),  Chest  Clinic  Staff  (8)  and  14  ex-patients,  all  of  whom 
served  on  one  or  more  of  the  Sub -Committees  dealing  with  the  five 
aspects  of  the  scheme,  viz.,  postal  appeal,  business  premises  appeal, 
selling  centres,  publicity,  finance. 

An  appeal  by  the  President  of  the  Association,  His  Worship  the 
Mayor  of  Reading  (Councillor  F.  H.  Lewis)  was  addressed  to  2,500 
local  residents,  and  120  businesses.  The  sale  has  been  publicised 
by  posters  in  businesses  and  other  places,  by  letter,  report  and 
advertisement  in  the  local  press  ( Berkshire  Chronicle,  Reading 
Standard  and  Reading  Review),  and  by  showing  films  at  the  Granby, 
Regal,  Rex  and  Savoy  cinemas.  Each  of  these  cinemas  have  allowed 
the  use  of  their  foyers  for  one  week  as  selling  centres.  In  addition, 
Messrs.  Heelas  Limited  lent  their  entrance  arcade  and  the  Berkshire 
Federation  of  Women’s  Institutes  lent  their  stall  in  the  covered 
market  for  two  days  each  for  a  similar  purpose.  The  Committee 
are  grateful  to  the  managements  concerned  for  affording  facilities 
and  use  of  their  premises.  They  are  also  grateful  to  more  than 
forty  “  Friends  of  the  Association  ”  who,  despite  the  bad  weather 
conditions,  attended  the  selling  centres  and  acted  as  ££  Seal  Sellers.” 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  this  year’s  Seal  Sale  has  eclipsed  all 
previous  records.  At  the  time  of  compiling  this  report  £459  has  been 
raised,  and  before  the  accounts  are  closed  at  the  end  of  January, 
1953,  it  is  anticipated  that  this  figure  may  have  been  further 
increased. 

(d)  Occupational  Therapy.  “  Improved  facilities  and  increased 
activities  ”  summarize  the  progressive  development  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  which  has  continued  throughout  the  year. 

On  the  9th  June,  1952,  the  department  moved  from  the  Occupa¬ 
tional  Therapist’s  private  residence  into  two  rooms — an  office  and  a 
workroom  at  31a  London  Street,  Reading.  Situate  in  close  proximity 
to  the  Reading  Chest  Clinic,  it  provides  easier  access  and  avails 
better  opportunity  for  patients  to  use  the  department  and  thereby 
is  spacious  and  provides  adequate  and  better  housing  for  stock  and 
equipment.  The  new  accommodation  is  both  beneficial  to  patients 
and  advantageous  to  the  department  itself. 

There  are  now  219  patients  on  the  occupational  therapy  register, 
of  whom  105  have  made  active  use  of  the  service  during  the  year. 
While  the  number  of  attendances  by  patients  to  the  department 
have  increased,  the  Occupational  Therapist,  Miss  L.  D.  Saunders, 
still  undertakes  a  considerable  number  of  domiciliary  visits  to 
home-bound  patients  and  to  the  Prospect  Park  Hospital,  Reading, 
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to  in-patients,  so  that  through  the  occupational  service  “  they  can 
learn  of  the  Art  of  Forgetting  the  Unpleasant,  and  lose  themselves 
in  action.” 

Briefty,  the  business  transactions  are  as  follows: — 

Deliveries  from  Firms  to  the 

Department  ...  ...  335,  cash  value  £643  9s.  54d„ 

Materials  issued  to  patients  .. .  2,024,  ,,  ,,  £740  6s.  IJd. 

Materials  returned  by  patients  65,  ,,  ,,  £42  17s.  9|d„ 

Payments  by  patients  for  materials  issued  to  them,  £590  19s.  7d. 

Some  patients  have  been  able  to  dispose  of  their  completed 
articles  by  sale  to  members  of  their  family  and  friends,  but  by  far 
the  greater  number  have  been  returned  to  the  Department  for 
disposal.  The  completed  articles  so  returned  have  reached  a  record 
number  of  694.  In  the  matter  of  “  marketing  goods  ”  the  Salisbury 
Road  Post  Office,  Reading,  and  the  Helping  Hand  Shop  at  Oxford 
have  continued,  as  in  the  previous  years,  to  accept  and  display  for 
sale  these  ready-made  articles. 

The  scheme  of  marketing  goods  has  been  further  extended.  On 
the  21st  February,  1952,  the  Reading  Association  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Blind  Shop,  Minster  Street,  Reading,  undertook  to  accept 
goods  made  by  these  handicapped  persons,  for  sale,  subject  to  7J% 
discount.  On  the  7th  July,  1952,  another  Helping  Hand  Shop 
based  at  High  Wycombe  agreed  to  accept  and  sell  goods  made  by 
Reading  patients. 


The  number  of  articles  delivered  to  and  sold  by  each  shop  is: — 


Delivered. 

Sold. 

Salisbury  Road  Post  Office,  Reading  ... 

12 

12 

Helping  Hand  Shop,  Oxford 

Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

225 

187 

Shop,  Reading... 

297 

186 

Helping  Hand  Shop,  High  Wycombe  ... 

160 

94 

Goods  delivered  to  the  Plelping  Hand  Shops  at  Oxford  and  High 
Wycombe  are  submitted  to  a  Pricing  Committee,  whose  members 
are  trade  experts.  It  is  the  function  of  these  Committees  to  (a) 
examine  each  article,  (b)  decide  whether  the  patient’s  suggested 
selling  price  is  a  fair  one,  and  (c)  reject  any  article  which  does  not 
reach  a  good  standard  of  craftsmanship.  It  is  satisfactory  to  report 
that  the  number  of  goods  returned  as  below  standard  is  less  than  one 
per  cent.  At  the  end  of  each  month  the  four  shops  forward  cash 
for  sales  to  the  Department  for  disbursement  to  the  patients 
submitting  the  articles. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Department  acquired  a  Hobbies’ 
machine  and  a  sewing  machine.  Thus  a  further  extension  in  the 
Department  is  envisaged  for  with  this  and  other  equipment  it  will 
enable  the  workroom  to  become  fully  utilised  and  permit  patients 
to  receive  “  on  the  spot  ”  instruction  and  expedite  their  rehabilita¬ 
tion,  self-confidence  and  self-support. 

(e)  B.C.G.  Vaccination.  Fuller  particulars  will  be  found  in  the 
section  on  Tuberculosis.  During  the  year  130  contacts  were 
vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 

B.  Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus. 

Patients  who  are  attended  by  the  Queen’s  Nurses  are  supplied  free 
with  nursing  requisites  on  loan.  In  addition,  19  applications  from 
other  sources  were  accepted. 

C.  Holiday  Convalescence.  During  the  year  21  adults, 
3  mothers  and  3  children,  1  mother  and  twins  and  9  unaccompanied 
children  were  sent  away  for  periods  of  convalescence  under  the 
Council’s  scheme;  repayment  was  made  in  accordance  with  an 
income  scale. 

SECTION  29— DOMESTIC  HELP 

I  find  it  difficult  to  give  this  Service  the  amount  of  credit  which 
it  deserves,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  write  at  length  about  its  quiet, 
unspectacular  but  extremely  valuable  and  much  appreciated  work. 
The  staff  consists  of  two  organisers  and  one  clerk.  During  the 
year  we  introduced  a  S3^stem  of  night  attendants,  i.e.  people  who 
would  sit  up  at  night  with  sick  or  elderly  people  and  would  allow 
the  relatives  to  obtain  a  reasonable  amount  of  rest.  These  sitters-up 
would  not  undertake  any  higher  degree  of  nursing  than  would  be 
given  by  a  competent  relative.  Strange  to  relate,  the  demand  for 
the  services  of  such  people  has  been  minute. 

There  are  no  facilities  for  training  home  helps  and  no  steps  were 
taken  to  demand  the  production  of  a  diploma  or  other  certificate 
of  training  before  home  helps  were  engaged.  All  home  helps  are 
engaged  on  a  part-time  basis.  This  means  that  we  do  not  guarantee 
a  full  working  week,  although  on  some  weeks  they  may  work  well 
beyond  a  standard  week  of  44  hours. 

(1)  Number  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

(2)  Number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided 
during  the  year: — 

Maternity  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

Tuberculosis  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  566 

(3)  Number  of  Domestic  Help  Organizers  ...  ...  2 


SECTION  29:  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 
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Health  Education.  During  1951  and  1952  a  greater  effort  was 
expended  on  Health  Education  Propaganda.  In  addition  to  the 
supply  of  leaflets,  pamphlets,  etc.,  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
personal  talks  by  Health  Visitors,  lectures  were  given  to  various 
organisations  in  the  town  on  many  subjects.  A  one-day  course 
for  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  was  arranged  in  conjunction 
with  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  during  October  of 
both  years  at  the  Whitley  Community  Centre.  The  subject  in 
1951  was  “  Possibilities  in  Health  Education  ”  and  in  1952  <£  The 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Health  Education.” 

Lecture  demonstrations,  illustrated  by  films,  were  arranged  for 
school  teachers  in  February  and  November,  1952.  The  first  of  these 
was  “  Posture  in  School  Children  ”  and  was  introduced  by  a 
Paediatrician,  the  second  dealt  with  tuberculosis  in  children  and 
was  given  by  the  Chest  Physician  for  Reading.  Over  100  teachers 
were  present  on  each  occasion. 

A  number  of  talks  on  medical  subjects  of  current  interest  was 
given  by  members  of  the  Consultant  Staff  of  the  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital  to  School  Health  Service  personnel  at  the  Queen’s  Road 
School  Clinic.  These  have  been  very  much  appreciated. 

A.  Mental  Health. 

Administration.  The  Mental  Welfare  Services  are  administered 
by  the  Mental  Welfare  Sub -Committee  of  the  Health  Committee 
which  meets  once  a  quarter.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  one 
duly  authorised  officer  (with  appropriate  relief),  one  mental  deficiency 
officer  with  an  assistant,  one  mental  welfare  officer  and  one  super¬ 
visor  of  the  Occupation  Centre  with  appropriate  assistants.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  members  of  his  staff  act  as  medical 
advisers  for  this  work.  When  conditions  improve,  I  think  it  would 
be  an  advantage  if  a  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  could  be 
appointed  who  could  give  roughly  half  his  time  to  the  organisation, 
administration  and  supervision  of  individual  cases.  I  feel  that  this 
lack  of  constant  medical  supervision  is  one  of  the  deficiencies  of  our 
present  arrangements. 

Liaison  and  Hospital  Services.  One  of  the  ways  in  which 
liaison  with  the  hospital  service  is  effected  is  by  virtue  of  the  fact 
that  the  services  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  are  made  available 
to  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  for  50%  of  his  time  and  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  pay  50%  of  his  salary.  In 
practice,  we  find  this  a  very  useful  form  of  liaison  and  1952  is  the 
first  complete  year  of  this  arrangement.  Therefore  it  is  of  interest 
to  submit  the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Martin’s  report: — 

“It  is  impossible  to  draw  a  clear  distinguishing  line  between 
clinic  and  community  work,  as  so  often  cases  have  alternated 
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between  one  and  the  other.  This  interaction  undoubtedly  indicates 
the  usefulness  of  a  social  worker  able  to  combine  activities  in  both 
spheres. 

“  During  the  year  244  cases  were  referred,  of  which  198,  whether 
attending  the  clinic  or  needing  help  at  home,  lived  within  the 
County  Borough.  A  total  of  477  visits  have  been  paid,  including 
those  made  outside  the  Borough,  as  far  afield  as  Hants,  Wilts  and 
London,  either  to  patients’  homes  or  to  agencies  on  their  behalf. 
Sources  of  referral,  apart  from  patients  attending  the  clinic  or 
needing  after-care,  included  the  Probation  Officers,  Council  ofSocial 
Service,  Ministry  of  Labour,  Almoners  of  Battle  and  Royal  Berk¬ 
shire  Hospitals,  and  patients  themselves  or  their  relatives.  A  number 
of  cases  have  closed,  either  because  the  patient  has  recovered  or 
re -adjusted,  or  has  left  the  area.  Patients  needing  help  have  ranged 
in  age  from  10  to  80,  came  from  every  social  class,  and  have 
presented,  among  other  problems,  emotional  maladjustment, 
marital  disharmony,  sexual  aberrations,  epilepsy,  and  abnormalities 
of  the  type  designated  £  schizophrenia  ’  which  last  two  are  among 
the  most  socially  disrupting  and  intractable  to  deal  with  both  in 
work  and  at  home,  in  addition  to  being  very  uncertain  in  their 
response  to  medical  treatment. 

“  The  nation-wide  housing  shortage  immeasurably  complicates 
social  work,  especially  in  the  mental  health  field.  Accommodation 
difficulties  aggravate  the  miseries  of  the  already  unstable  and  their 
relatives,  but  I  would  not  consider  this  a  justification  for  giving 
them  preferential  treatment. 

“  It  should  be  noted  that  epileptics  are  not  adequately  covered 
by  the  existing  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service.  From 
the  social  worker’s  point  of  view  these  cases  are  time-consuming 
and  unrewarding,  in  that  they  rarely  maintain  improvement  and 
their  often  difficult  temperaments  alienate  the  sympathy  of  people 
who  might  otherwise  be  prepared  to  help  them,  e.g.  employers  and 
relatives.  The  mental  hospital  is  not  normally  the  appropriate 
place  for  the  care  of  epileptics,  nor  is  it  desirable  that  they  should 
form  a  habit  of  seeking  refuge  there  whenever  in  difficulty.  In 
addition  to  existing  colonies  which  already  have  long  waiting  lists, 
special  hostel  accommodation  under  trained  supervision  is  an 
urgent  necessity.  Yet  another  need,  closely  touching  Local 
Authorities,  is  the  halfway  house  between  the  mental  hospital  and 
the  ordinary  community  for  patients  who  have  partly  recovered 
after  being  seriously  ill  over  a  long  period  and  who  no  longer  need 
medical  care  but  do  need  a  time  for  sheltered  social  readjustment. 

“  The  volume  of  work  attempted  during  the  year,  the  types  of 
problem  and  the  spontaneous  response  of  the  patients  themselves 
to  help,  and  above  all  the  co-operation  of  the  clinic  psychiatrists 
and  general  practitioners,  indicate  that  this  particular  job  is  one 
not  only  well  worth  doing  bu  l  likely  to  be  valued  by  the  community.” 
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(b)  No  arrangements  have  been  initiated  for  the  training  of 
mental  health  workers.  Apart  from  support  to  the  Reading 
Association  for  Mental  Health  bv  individual  officers,  the  Council 
does  not  make  any  use  of  voluntary  organisations  in  carrying  out 
its  duties. 

B.  Mental  Illness. 

(c)  Report  by  Duly  Authorised  Officer.  Mr.  C.  E.  House 
has  submitted  the  following  particulars  about  his  work  under  the 
Lunacy  Acts  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts: — 

During  the  year  the  following  have  been  received  into  various 
Mental  Hospitals  from  Reading: — 


Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Section  6 — Certified  on  Petition 
Section  16 — Certified  under  Summary 

2 

1 

3 

Reception 

Section  20 — Removal  under  Duly 

11 

32 

43 

Authorised  Officer’s  order— 3  days 
Section  21 — Removal  under  Justice’s 

3 

7 

10 

order  for  14  days 

— 

1 

1 

Section  21a — Persons  removed  under 


Section  20  whose  orders  were  ex¬ 
tended  for  a  further  14  days  by  a 


Certificate  of  Hospital  Medical  Officer 
Persons  examined  by  Justice,  but  no 

3 

6 

9 

order  made  ... 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

2 

4 

6 

Section  1 — Voluntary  Patients 

46 

86 

132 

Section  5 — Temporary  Patients 
Criminal  Justices  Act,  1948. 

1 

2 

3 

Section  24 — Certified  ... 

1 

— 

1 

The  following  Reading  patients  have 

left 

mental  hospitals : 

Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

Left  hospital  on  trial  period  prior  to 
discharge  for  a  period  of  1  month 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

(4  or  5  weeks) 

In  the  case  of  two  females,  the 
period  in  one  case  was  extended  to 

9  weeks,  and  in  the  other  for  a  period 
extended  to  13  weeks. 

5 

r- 

o 

10 

Discharged  recovered  ... 

1 

8 

9 

Discharged  relieved  ... 

Transferred  to  Mental  Defective 

■■■  ■ 

14 

14 

Hospitals 

— 

3 

3 

Transferred  to  General  Hospital 
Retaken  by  other  mental  hospital  as 

- - 

1 

1 

escaped  patient 

— 

1 

1 
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Mental  Treatment  Act ,  1930. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Voluntary  Patients — 

Left  hospital 

47 

67 

114 

Transferred  to  General  Hospital  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Temporary  Patients  ... 

— 

— 

- — - 

The  following  patients  have  been  regraded  in 

hospitals : 

: — 

From  Lunacy  Act,  1890 — 

Section  16  to  Voluntary  Class 

2 

2 

4 

Section  20  to  Voluntary  Class 

1 

3 

4 

Section  20  to  Section  16 

2 

3 

5 

Section  21  to  Voluntary  Class 

— 

1 

1 

From  Temporary  Patient  Class — 

Section  21  to  Voluntary  Class 

2 

2 

4 

The  following  deaths  have  occurred 

amongst 

Reading  patients 

in  Mental  Hospitals: — 

Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Section  16 

4 

19 

23 

Section  20 

1 

— 

1 

Section  55  (while  on  trial)  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

Section  1  (1) — Voluntary  ... 

6 

6 

12 

Section  1  (5) — Temporary... 

— 

1 

1 

Although  figures  can  bear  little  in  relation  to  human  suffering 
and  the  anxieties  caused  thereby  yet  the  following  comparisons 
with  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  with  10  years  ago,  shows  that 
an  ever-increasing  number  of  persons  from  Reading  are  entering 
mental  hospitals  for  treatment. 


Year. 

Lunacy 

Act. 

Mental  Treatment 
Act. 

Criminal  Justice 
Act. 

Total. 

1942 

43 

42 

— 

85 

1951 

63 

105 

9 

170 

1952 

57 

135 

I 

193 

That  more  and  more  patients  suffering  from  mental  illness  are 
seeking  admission  whilst  still  capable  of  the  power  of  volition  is  a 
hopeful  sign  of  the  more  reasoned  attitude  now  being  displayed 
towards  mental  hospitals  but,  unfortunately,  there  are  still  others 
in  respect  of  whom  compulsory  removal  action  has  to  be  taken. 
In  such  cases  it  becomes  necessary  to  interfere  with  the 
the  subject,  and  the  duty  placed  upon  the  officer  who  has  to  under¬ 
take  the  removal  is,  therefore,  one  of  serious  responsibility. 
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Bearing  in  mind  that  each  section  of  the  two  main  Acts  has  been 
placed  upon  the  Statute  Book  for  a  specific  purpose,  every  effort 
is  made  to  ensure  that  each  patient  receives  the  benefit  of  that 
section  of  the  law  that  applies  most  appropriately  to  him. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  to  take,  when 
necessary,  the  steps  leading  to  the  certification  and  removal  of 
persons  of  unsound  mind.  The  maxim  that  he  must  act  not  merely 
bona  fide  and  without  malice,  but  that  statutory  procedure  must  be 
scrupulously  adhered  to,  are  very  real,  for  the  actions  taken  are 
performed  on  his  own  responsibility  and  quite  independently  of 
his  employing  authority.  The  slightest  deviation  from  statutory 
procedure  might  render  him  liable  to  damages. 

Attention  is  directed  to  these  points  because  during  the  year 
it  has  been  suggested  with  some  frequency  in  inappropriate  cases 
that  the  patient  should  be  removed  to  a  mental  hospital,  under 
Section  20  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  on  an  Order  signed  by  the 
Duly  Authorised  Officer.  In  the  main  this  section  applies 'when  it 
is  necessary  for  the  public  safety  or  the  welfare  of  a  person  alleged 
to  be  of  unsound  mind  that  he  be  placed  under  care  and  control 
before  proceedings  are  taken  under  the  Act.  Excessive  and  un¬ 
warranted  use  of  Section  20  procedure  is  to  be  deprecated. 

The  removal  of  patients  to  mental  hospital  leaves  in  its  train 
innumerable  and  varied  problems  to  be  dealt  with.  The  giving  of 
direct  advice  and  assistance  to  their  relatives,  the  care  and 
protection  of  the  patient’s  property  under  Section  48  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  advice  regarding  financial  affairs,  the 
appointment  of  receivers  and  the  making  of  arrangements  for  the 
welfare  of  the  patient’s  children  are  just  a  few  of  such  problems. 
Dealing  with  such  matters  can  give  assistance  to  the  patient, 
assistance  which,  though  indirect,  is  none  the  less  effective. 

The  rate  of  discharge  during  the  year  under  review,  as  against 
admissions,  can  be  measured  by  the  following: — - 

Total  admissions  193,  total  discharges  144  (of  which  7  were  to 
other  hospital  establishments).  For  some  of  the  patients  discharged 
from  mental  hospitals,  attempts  have  been  made  to  secure  their 
rehabilitation  to  a  normal  community  of  life. 

The  goal  of  full  mental  health  may  yet  be  far  distant.  Important 
though  the  treatment  is,  the  real  advance  will  be  made  when  the 
fundamental  causes  are  sought  out  and  they  can  be  handled  so  that 
the  symptoms  occur  in  a  diminishing  degree. 

Reading  Association  for  Mental  Health.  At  the  Association’s 
first  Annual  Meeting  held  on  the  30th  April,  1952,  it  was  decided 
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that  this  voluntary  and  non-profit  forming  enterprise  should  con¬ 
tinue  to  function  for  the  encouragement  and  promotion  of  the 
study  of  Mental  Health  in  Reading. 

The  Association  consists  of  forty-four  members,  and  its  affairs 
are  managed  by  a  Committee  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Wolfenden, 
M.A.,  C.B.E.  (Vice-Chancellor  of  Reading  University)  (Chairman), 
Mr.  J.  R.  Burton,  Mr.  E.  R.  Davies,  M.A.  (Clerk  to  the  Berkshire 
County  Council),  Dr.  E.  Hughes,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Reading),  Miss  H.  S.  Kermode,  M.A.,  J.P.,  Mrs.  P.  E.  Reid, 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Snow,  Mr.  C.  E.  House  (Hon.  Treasurer)  and  Miss  J.  M. 
Robb,  who  undertook  the  Honorary  Secretaryship  in  September 
when  her  predecessor,  Mr.  A.  H.  Iliffie,  left  the  town.  This  Committee 
has  met  on  six  occasions  during  1952. 

During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  the  Committee  arranged 
a  series  of  lectures  which  were  followed  by  discussion,  under  the 
general  title  “  Children,”  as  follows  : — 

22nd  October,  1952—“  The  Natural  Development  of  the  Child.” 
Speaker:  Dr.  D.  W.  Winnicott. 

5th  November,  1952 — “  Problem  Children.”  Speaker:  Dr.  Mary 
Capes,  Consultant  Child  Psychiatrist. 

19th  November,  1952 — “Delinquency.”  Speaker:  Dr.  John 
Spencer,  The  London  School  of  Economics  and  Political 
Science. 

10th  December,  1952 — “  The  Parent  and  the  Expert.”  At  which 
a  group  of  parents  and  experts  discussed  the  general  subject 
of  “  Children,”  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Mr.  J.  F. Wolfenden, 
M.A.,  C.B.E. 

3rd  December,  1952 — -“  The  Work  of  the  National  Association  for 
Mental  Health.”  Speaker:  Miss  M.  F.  A.  Appleby,  M.A., 
General  Secretary  of  the  National  Association. 

All  the  lectures,  which  have  been  held  at  the  Reading  University 
(by  kind  permission)  have  been  well  supported  by  members  of  the 
Association  and  quite  a  number  of  interested  persons  have  attended 
as  “  visitors.” 

Plans  are  now  being  formulated  for  a  further  series  of  lectures 
and  discussions  to  be  held  during  the  first  three  months  of  1953. 

C.  Mental  Deficiency.  As  in  previous  years,  our  chief  difficulty 
has  been  shortage  of  institutional  accommodation  for  mental 
defectives. 

Reference  will  be  made  later  on  to  our  troubles  about  accommoda¬ 
tion  at  the  Occupation  Centre. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts. — The  following  table  gives  particulars 
for  1952: — 
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1.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1952: — 

Total  Cases  on 


During  1952 


Under 
age  16 


Aged  16 
and  over 


Authority’s  Registers 
as  at  1st  January, 
1953 

Under  Aged  16 
age  16  and  over 


M. 


F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


(a)  Cases  at  31st  December 
ascertained  to  be  defective 
“  subject  to  be  dealt  with.” 

Action  taken  on  Reports  by — 
(i)  Local  Education  Au¬ 
thorities  on  children — 

1.  while  at  school  or 
liable  to  attend  schools 

2.  on  leaving  special 


6 


o 


schools 

2 

— 

3 

6  —  —  —  — 

3.  on  leaving  ordinary 
schools 

(ii)  Police  or  by  Courts  ... 

— 

— 

2 

—  —  —  —  — 

(iii)  Other  sources  (includ¬ 
ing  2  cases:  see  2a  (c)  ) 

1 

1 

1 

5  _  _  _  _ 

(b)  Cases  reported  but  not  re¬ 
garded  at  31st  December  as 
defectives  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ”  on  any  ground 

1 

1 

(c)  Cases  reported  but  not  con¬ 
firmed  as  defectives  by  31st 
December  and  thus  excluded 
from  (a)  or  (b) 

Total  number  of  cases  reported 
during  the  year 

9 

7 

7 

12  —  —  —  — 

2.  Disposal  of  cases: — 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to 
be  defectives  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ”  number — 


(i)  Placed  under  Statutory 


Supervision 

8 

5 

3 

rr 

7 

20 

16 

88 

80 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardian¬ 
ship 

1 

10 

3 

(iii)  Taken  to  “  Places  of 
Safety  ” 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Institutions 

— 

1 

2 

4 

10 

6 

71 

77 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken. . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained 
to  be  defectives  “subject  to 
be  dealt  with  ”  number — 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary 
Supervision 

1 

1 

1 

1 

49 

30 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- * 

— 

Total  of  Item  2 

9 

7 

7 

12 

32 

24 

219 

190 

Total  of  Item  2 
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3.  Classification  of  defectives  in  the  community  on  1st  January, 
1953:— 


(a)  Cases  included  in  Item  2  (a) 

Under 

Aged  16 

(i)  to  (iii)  above  in  need  of 

age  16 

and 

over 

institutional  care: — 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  institu- 

tional  care: — 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

(i)  “  Cot  and  chair  ”  cases  —  —  - — 

—  1  1 

— 

— 

(ii)  Ambulant  low-grade 

cases  ...  ...  ...  —  — - 

—  1  — 

— 

2 

(iii)  Medium-grade  cases  ...  —  —  — 

(iv)  High-grade  cases  ...  —  —  — 

—  —  — 

1 

— 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of 

institutional  care : — 

(i)  “  Cot  and  chair  ”  cases  —  —  — 

—  2  1 

— 

— 

(ii)  Ambulant  low-grade 

cases  ...  ...  ...  — -  —  — 

—  1  1 

4 

2 

(iii)  Medium-grade  cases  ...  —  — -  — 

—  2  — 

1 

1 

(iv)  High-grade  cases  ...  —  — -  — 

—  —  — 

— 

1 

Total  of  Item  3  (a)  ...  —  — -  — 

—  7  3 

6 

6 

(b)  Cases  included  in  Items  2  (a)  (1)  and  (ii)  and 

Under 

Aged  16 

2  ib)  (i)  overleaf,  number  considered  suitable 

Aged  16 

and 

over 

for — 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

(i)  Occupation  Centre... 

16  12 

22 

33 

(ii)  Industrial  Centre  ... 

— ■  — 

— • 

— 

(iii)  Home  Training 

—  1 

1 

— 

Total  of  Item  3  (b) 

16  13 

23 

33 

(c)  Cases  included  in  Item  3  (b)  number  receiving 

training  on  1st  January,  1953: — 

(i)  In  Occupation  Centre 

14  6 

17 

30 

(ii)  In  Industrial  Centre 

— -  - — - 

— 

— 

(iii)  at  home 

—  1 

1 

— 

Total  of  Item  3  (c) 

14  7 

18 

30 

4.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  who  were  in  institutions,  under 
community  care  (inc.  Voluntary  Supervision)  or  in  “places  of 
safety”  on  1st  Jauuary,  1952,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of 
these  forms  of  care  during  1952. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

(a) 

Ceased  to  be  under  care 

.  .  • 

3 

4 

7 

<b) 

Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of 

... 

4 

5 

9 

Total 

... 

7 

9 

16 

5.  Of  the  total  number  of  mental  defectives  under  Supervision 
or  Guardianship  or  no  longer  under  care: — 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  while  unmarried 

during  1952  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Number  who  have  married  during  1952  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  31st  December,  1952. 


M, 

1.  Cases  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  — 

(a)  Borocourt,  72;  Brentry  Colony,  7;  Royal  Earls- 
wood,  Surrey,  1;  Wayland  House,  26;  St. Mary’s, 

Alton,  1;  Pewsey  Hospital,  15; 'Botley’s  Park, 

Surrey,  3;  Battle  Hospital,  2;  State  Institutions, 

9;  Manor  House,  Aylesbury,  8;  Normansfield, 
Teddington,  1;  Wokingham  Hospital,  2;  Old 
House,  Wheatley,  5 ;  Winslow  Institution,  Bucks, 


(b)  On  Licence  from  Institution : — 

Employed  away  from  home,  10;  employed  living 
at  home,  1  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  Under  Guardianship  : — 

Receiving  National  Assistance,  11;  in  Employ¬ 
ment,  3  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(d)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  108 

(e)  In  Private  Home  awaiting  transfer  to  Institution  1 


(f)  Action  not  yet  taken 

2.  Disposal  of  cases  during  1952: — 


(a)  Granted  Licence  from  Institution  ...  ...  3 

Returned  from  Licence  to  Institution  ...  ...  1 

Died .  3 

Left  the  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Discharged  from  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Awaiting  Removal  to  Institutions  .. .  ...  ...  13 


3.  Number  of  cases  ascertained  during  1952:— 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authority 
(Section  57,  Education  Act,  1944) — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5) — On  leaving  special 

schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(iii)  Under  Section  57  (5) — On  leaving  ordinary 

schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Other  ascertained  defectives  reported  during 

1952  and  found  to  be  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  4 


F.  Tk 


75  153 


8  11 


4  14 
96  204 

—  1 


3  6 

2  3 

1  4 

2  3 

4  8 

9  22 


5  11 

6  11 


7  11 


4.  Cases  not  at  present  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  : — 

(a)  Under  friendly  supervision  ...  ...  ...  49  31  80 

(b)  For  whom  the  local  authority  may  subsequently 

become  liable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  3  5 

5.  Supervised  on  behalf  of  other  Authorities 

1  10  11 


60a 


Occupation  Centre.  Miss  Barkas,  the  Supervisor,  has  presented 
the  following  report: — 

Classes  have  been  held  during  the  school  term  from  Mondays  to 
Fridays  inclusive. 

Hours  of  attendance. — Mondays:  9.45  a. m. -4.30  p.m. ;  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays,  Thursdays,  9.45  a.m.-4  p.m.;  Fridays:  9.45  a.m.- 
4.30  p.m. 


umbers  attending. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

From  Borough 

32 

36 

68 

, ,  County : 

Berkshire  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

Oxfordshire 

1 

— 

1 

R.H.B. 

1 

- - 

1 

72 

Transport. — The  same  facilities  have  been  provided  as  before, 
mainly  two  special  buses  operating  in  two  different  areas.  Free 
tickets  have  been  issued  to  eight  adult  pupils  not  requiring  escort. 

Meals.  By  arrangement  with  the  School  Meals  Service,  a  mid-day 
meal  has  been  served  daily  to  pupils  at  the  cost  of  7cl.  per  meal 
and  to  staff  off  duty  at  the  rate  of  1/3  per  meal,  if  desired.  In  the 
case  of  financial  difficulties,  free  meals  have  been  given  to  pupils. 
The  eligibility  for  free  meals  has  been  based  on  the  school  assessment 
basis.  As  at  December,  1952,  19  pupils  were  eligible  for  free 
meals. 

Milk  for  School  Scheme.  One- third  of  a  pint  has  been  supplied 
daily  to  pupils  under  the  age  of  16. 

Curriculum.  Subjects  taught  include: — 

(a)  Religious  instruction. 

(b)  Handicrafts  planned  to  meet  requirements  of  all  grades. 

(c)  Simple  domestic  duties. 

(d)  P.T.  and  dancing;  action  songs  and  games  to  young 

children. 

(e)  Percussion  band. 

(f)  Speech  training  and  singing. 

Special  Classes. 

(a)  For  girls:  Cookery  (1  session  weekly). 

(b)  For  boys:  Gardening,  games,  football  and  cricket. 

Other  activities  included  the  usual  summer  outing  to  Little- 
hampton,  the  Open  Day  and  the  Christmas  party. 

Students.  This  year  again  we  have  been  pleased  to  accept 
students  from  the  N.A.M.H.  who  are  in  training  for  the  Diploma 
for  Supervisors  of  Occupation  Centres. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  table  on  page  63  gives  particulars  of  the  notifications  of 
Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year. 

It  must  be  remarked  that  these  figures  will  include  patients  who 
are  not  normally  resident  in  the  Borough.  On  a  strict  interpretation 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  a  patient  from  outside  Reading  who  is 
admitted  to  a  Reading  hospital  for  observation  and  in  whose  case 
a  diagnosis  of  a  notifiable  infectious  disease  is  made  in  the  Reading 
hospital  is  attributed  to  Reading.  This  may  give  a  rather  false 
impression  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Borough. 

I  do  not  think  the  table  calls  for  any  great  comment  except  in 
the  following  matters: — 

Diphtheria.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  for  the  fourth  year  in 
succession  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  Reading. 


Scarlet  Fever.  The  notifications  of  this  disease  show  a  continued 
decrease.  The  illness  is  of  an  extremely  mild  type  and  general 
practitioners  inform  me  that  the  rash  is  often  evanescent  and  the 
fever  transient.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  decide 
as  to  the  appropriate  measures  of  isolation  which  are  justifiable. 


Whooping  Gough.  The  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough 
remains  approximately  the  same  as  last  year.  The  tables  elsewhere 
in  this  report  will  show  that  we  are  progressing  with  the  immunisa¬ 
tion  of  children  against  this  disease  and  there  appears  to  be  good 
evidence  that  any  immunised  child  who  does  contract  the  illness 
is  not  seriously  ill.  So  far  as  we  can  ascertain  only  11  of  these  255 
patients  had  been  immunised. 


Measles.  1952  was  not  a  measles  year  and  the  number  of  cases 
notified  remained  comparatively  low. 


Food  Poisoning.  There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
reported  during  the  year.  The  14  cases  which  were  reported  were 
isolated  cases  and  mainly  they  were  ascertained  because  a  specimen 
of  faeces  had  been  sent  for  examination. 
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Poliomyelitis.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  12  paralytic  cases 
of  poliomyelitis.  This  is  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  although 
there  was  nothing  which  could  be  described  as  an  outbreak  of  the 
disease.  As  precautionary  measure  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  was  suspended  during  the  period  (late  autumn) 
when  these  cases  were  reported.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  no 
deaths  from  the  disease.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  make  a  final  report 
about  the  cases,  but  the  ultimate  prognosis  in  most  of  them  appears 
to  be  good. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  we  followed  up  the  22  paralytic  cases 
who  survived  from  the  1949  epidemic.  The  following  is  a  brief 
resume  of  their  conditions  as  discovered  in  1952: — 

Complete  recovery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Incomplete  recovery,  but  resulting  disability  not  severe  ...  6 
Incomplete  recovery  and  resulting  disability  severe  ...  ...  6 

Left  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  number  of  primary  notifications 
of  Tuberculosis  and  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis 
since  1938: — 


Year 

Number  of 
Cases 
notified 

Notification 

Rate 

per  100,000  of 
population 

Number  of 
deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000  of 
population 

Population 

1  Pulmonary 

1 

!. 

Non  -  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

i 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1928-37 

Average 

117 

22 

76 

15 

0-76 

0-15 

1938 

91 

31 

90-63 

30-87 

58 

6 

0-58 

0-05 

100,400 

1939 

95 

40 

94-43 

39-76 

52 

12 

0-50 

0-10 

100,600 

1940 

117 

30 

102-09 

26-18 

74 

18 

0-66 

0-16 

114,600 

1941 

137 

50 

109-77 

40-06 

68 

16 

0-54 

0-13 

124,800 

1942 

186 

40 

157-89 

33-95 

60 

10 

0-51 

0-08 

117.800 

1943 

185 

30 

163-71 

26-54 

57 

13 

0-51 

0-11 

113,000 

1944 

135 

29 

121-25 

26-04 

55 

14 

0-49 

0-13 

111,340 

1945 

119 

16 

109-34 

14-69 

60 

12 

0-55 

0-11 

108,830 

1946 

152 

25 

136-51 

22-49 

73 

11 

0-65 

0-09 

111,340 

1947 

168 

27 

148-72 

23-90 

70 

6 

0-62 

0-05 

112,960 

1948 

132 

24 

115-28 

20-92 

50 

12 

0-43 

0-10 

114,500 

1949 

130 

9 

112-65 

7-80 

35 

6 

0-30 

0-05 

115,500 

1950 

143 

10 

123-52 

8-64 

39 

3 

0-34 

0-03 

115,770 

1951 

115 

3 

99-91 

2-61 

34 

— 

0-29 

0-00 

115,100 

1952 

128 

12 

110-54 

10-36 

22 

2 

0-19 

0-02 

115,800 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  J.  Karlish,  Chest  Physician,  for  most  of 
the  information  on  which  the  following  comments  are  based. 

222  cases  of  tuberculous  infection  were  ascertained  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year.  205  of  these  suffered  from  tuberculous  infection 
of  the  respiratory  system  and  17  from  a  similar  infection  of  the 
non-respiratory  system.  In  view  of  the  criteria  for  notification  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  viz.  “  a  person  who,  because  of  tuberculous 
infection,  may  infect  others;  or  a  person  who  is  suffering  from  an 
active  tuberculous  lesion  which  calls  for  medical  treatment  or  for 
some  modification  of  the  patient’s  normal  course  of  living,”  178 
cases  were  notified;  this  figure  includes  a  few  who  were  first  seen 
in  1951,  but  a  firm  diagnosis  was  not  made  until  1952.  Of  these, 
140  were  primary  notifications  (129  respiratory  and  11  non- 
respiratory),  while  38  were  inward  transfers.  One  hundred  of  these 
primary  notifications  were  T.B.  positive. 
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The  following  table  is  of  interest: — 

SOURCE  AND  TYPE  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOUS 
INFECTION  ASCERTAINED  DURING  1952 
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Primary  Tuberculosis  (T.B. 

1 

positive  and  negative) 

— 

4 

1 

4 

9 

— 

— 

3 

21 

Tuberculosis  Pleural  Effusions 

(T.B.  positive  and  negative) 

— 

2 

2 

7 

— 

4 

2 

17 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — - 

Positive 

2 

— 

5 

8 

24 

24 

16 

21 

100 

Negative 

3 

— 

3 

3 

| 

18 

12 

5 

23 

67 

Total  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

5 

4  j 

11  ! 

17 

58 

36 

25 

49 

205 

Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis 

! 

1 

1 

4 

2 

6 

4 

17 

Total  Respiratory  and  Non- 
respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

5  1 

4 

11 

18 

62 

38 

31 

53  ! 

222 

*  Doctors’  cases  and  Fluoroscopy. 

Most  of  the  2,729  cases  screened  were  referred  to  the  Clinic  by 
their  general  practitioners. 


SOURCE  AND  DISTRIBUTION  OF  T.B.  POSITIVE 
RESPIRATORY  CASES  DIAGNOSED  DURING  1952. 


Totals 


6 


9 


26 


24 


19 


Mass  Radiography 

Contact 

Supervision 

Doctors’  Cases 

[ 

Referred  by  Doctors 
for  Fluoroscopy 

Transfer 

Hospitals 

Other  (Pensions, 
H.M.  Forces,  etc.) 

Totals 

Primary 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Effusion 

— - 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

• — 

6 

Pulmonary— 

Group  I 

1 

4 

4 

7 

8 

6 

9 

39 

Group  II 

1 

1 

3 

16 

14 

7 

8 

50 

Group  III 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

11 

21 


107 
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The  following  table  gives  the  source  and  distribution  of  cases  of 
tuberculous  infection  which  were  diagnosed  for  the  first  time  in 
1952,  but  in  whom  no  positive  sputum  was  found:  — 


Mass  Radiography 

School  Medical 
Service 

Contact  Supervision 

Doctors’  Cases 

Referred  by  Doctors 

for  Fluoroscopy 

Transfer 

Hospitals 

Other  (Notifications, 

H.M.  Forces  Re¬ 

admissions,  etc.) 

Totals 

Primary  . . . 

— 

4 

1 

4 

8 

— 

3 

20 

Pleural 

Effusions 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

— 

1 

2 

11 

Pulmonary : 

Group  I... 

O 

6 

— 

3 

2 

11 

8 

4 

13 

44 

Group  II 

— ■ 

— 

— 

2 

7 

4 

1 

8 

22 

Group  III 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  . . . 

3 

4 

5 

9 

32 

12 

6 

27 

98 

Contacts.  675  new  contacts  were  examined  during  the  year 
compared  with  528  in  1951,  i.e.  5  contacts  per  sputum  positive  case. 
Tuberculous  infection  of  the  lungs  was  diagnosed  in  11  cases,  of 
whom  6  were  found  to  be  sputum  positive. 


Discharges.  I  am  again  pleased  to  note  the  practice  of  dis¬ 
charging  patients  from  the  Clinic  Register  and  not  to  keep  them 
under  supervision  for  many  years  when  they  are  symptom -free. 
The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Clinic  Register  as  at 
31st  December,  1952: — 


Primary  tuberculosis 
Pleural  effusion  ... 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis : — 

(a)  T.B.  negative 

(b)  T.B.  positive 
Non-respiratory  tuberculosis 
Combined  tuberculosis  . . . 


57 

96 

384 

599 

79 

17 


Total 


1,232 


The  following  cases  were  discharged  from 
1952:— 

Recovered 

Died  . 

Lost  sight  of  or  unwilling  to  attend 
Transferred  to  other  areas 


the  Register  during 

21 

24 

29 

35 


67 


Mass  Miniature  Radiography  and  Fluoroscopy  Clinic.  The 

M.M.R.  Unit  did  not  visit  Reading  during  the  year  although  a  few 
cases  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  through  National  Service 
M.M.R.  examinations. 

For  many  years  we  have  been  fortunate  in  having  a  diagnostic 
Fluoroscopy  Clinic  in  Reading.  The  practice  is  to  encourage  general 
practitioners  to  send  cases  up  for  screening  as  frequently  as  they 
wish  and  thus  to  a  certain  extent  this  Fluoroscopy  Clinic  has 
performed  the  services  of  a  static  M.M.R.  Unit.  During  the  year 
2,729  cases  were  screened;  of  these,  339  were  recalled  for  investiga¬ 
tion  and  a  further  156  were  sent  for  chest  radiograph  only.  The 
following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  diagnoses  in  these  339 
cases : — 


Table  V 

Diagnoses  of  Cases  referred  for  Further  Investigation 
from  the  Fluoroscopy  Clinic  during  1952. 


Tuberculous  Cases: — 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis : — 

(a)  T.B.  negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  T.B.  positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Primary  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pleural  effusions,  tuberculous  ...  ...  ...  7 

Non-respiratory  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total  tuberculous  cases  ...  ...  ...  62 


N on-tuberculous  Cases: — 

No  abnormality  detected  ...  ...  ...  76 

Anxiety  states  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Acute  respiratory  illnesses 

Pneumonia,  pneumonitis,  etc.  ...  ...  36 

Chronic  bronchitis  and  emphysema  ...  ...  76 

Bronchiectasis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Carcinoma  of  the  lung  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Unexplained  haemoptysis  ...  ...  ...  7 

Spontaneous  pneumothorax  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cardiac  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


Total  non-tuberculous  cases  ...  ...  277 


The  following  table  of  non-tuberculous  cases  first  seen  in  1952 
as  the  result  of  a  direct  application  for  a  consultation  will  be  of 
interest : — 
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Table  VI. 

Analysis  of  Non-tuberculous  Cases  first  seen  during  1952. 


No  definite  abnormality  ...  ...  ...  115 

Anxiety  states  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pneumonia  or  pneumonitis  ...  ...  ...  43 

Chronic  bronchitis  and  emphysema  ...  ...  90 

Bronchiectasis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Carcinoma  of  the  lung  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Carcinoma  of  the  stomach  ...  ...  ...  1 

Haemoptysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Asthma  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Spontaneous  pneumothorax  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  pulmonary  conditions  ...  ...  ...  12 

Upper  respiratory  conditions  ...  ...  ...  19 

Cardiac  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Diagnoses  not  concluded  ...  ...  ...  4 

Under  observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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Domiciliary  Treatment.  Last  year  I  made  full  comment  on 
the  domiciliary  treatment  service  in  Reading.  This  has  continued 
successfully  during  the  year,  part  of  the  town  being  covered  from 
Pepparcl  Sanatorium;  the  greater  part  being  covered  by  the  Chest 
Clinic.  During  1952  an  average  of  41  patients  per  week  received 
treatment  at  home  compared  with  32  in  1951.  501  visits  to  patients’ 
homes  were  made  by  the  medical  staff  (two  in  number)  and  2,020 
visits  by  the  two  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors,  who  also  act  as 
Clinic  nurses  and  play  an  essential  part  in  the  health  education  of 
patients  and  their  families. 

Rehousing.  Ten  tuberculous  familes  were  rehoused  in  1952, 
compared  with  17  in  1951  and  23  in  1950. 

Tuberculin  Testing  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination.  These  remarks 
should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  remarks  on  this  subject  which 
I  have  made  in  the  School  Health  Service  Report  for  1952. 

All  persons  below  18  years  of  age  attending  the  Clinic  were 
tuberculin  tested.  This  meant  1,460  tuberculin  jelly  tests  and 
512  intradermal  Mantoux  tests. 

The  scheme  of  tuberculin  testing  all  school  children  at  the  age 
of  5  and  11  by  the  school  medical  officers  was  continued  during 
the  year,  and  positive  reactors  were  referred  for  screening  at  the 
Clinic. 

In  addition,  the  homes  of  the  5-year-old  tuberculin  positive 
children  were  visited  by  the  Clinic  health  visiting  staff,  and  their 
known  contacts  were  examined. 
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152  B.C.G.  vaccinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  in  1952, 
bringing  the  total  for  1950-52  to  534.  No  significant  complication 
was  encountered. 

Tuberculin  testing  provides  an  easy  and  inexpensive  method  of 
case  finding  and  should  now  be  extended  to  school  leavers.  A 
positive  test  in  a  5-year-old  may  lead  to  the  source  of  infection, 
while  a  negative  test  in  a  15-year-old  school  leaver  should  result 
in  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

Care  and  After-care.  Reference  to  this  important  subject 
will  be  found  in  my  remarks  on  our  work  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act. 

Comment.  I  find  it  rather  difficult  to  assess  the  present  position 
in  respect  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  On  the  one  hand,  the  number 
of  deaths  is  decreasing  steadily  although  the  number  of  cases 
notified  for  the  first  time  remains  about  the  same.  We  are  told 
that  modern  methods  have  materially  increased  the  number  of 
patients  who  are  treatable,  although  there  may  be  good  medical 
reasons  why  we  should  be  cautious  about  using  the  word  “  cure  ” 
in  relation  to  this  disease.  At  any  rate  we  should  be  able  to  assess 
the  number  of  patients  who  are  able  to  undertake  full-time 
employment  as  the  result  of  treatment  and  to  maintain  themselves 
and  their  families,  but,  so  far,  we  do  not  seem  to  have  statistical 
evidence  about  any  improvement  in  this  particular  direction. 
Although  such  statistical  evidence  may  be  missing,  I  think  there 
are  good  grounds  to  support  the  view  that  the  proportion  of  patients 
who  return  to  remunerative  employment  is  greater  than  it  was  in 
the  past,  and  that  the  non-decrease  in  the  number  of  new  cases 
found  is  really  an  indication  that  our  methods  of  early  ascertainment 
have  improved.  By  implication,  many  cases  in  the  past  were  not 
diagnosed  or  were  mis-diagnosed;  if  this  is  so,  how  many  patients 
got  better  without  special  treatment?  If  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
is  really  on  its  way  out  as  a  major  factor  in  the  causes  of  death, 
the  effects  will  be  far-reaching  in  relation  to  hospital  buildings, 
employing  nursing  staff  and  doctors.  The  last  few  years  have  seen 
the  virtual  disappearance  of  the  special  hospital  for  the  nursing  of 
infectious  disease  cases  and  it  may  well  be  that  the  sanatorium  is 
about  to  suffer  the  same  fate. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Patients  suffering  from  venereal  disease  in  Reading  are  treated 
at  the  Clinic  of  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  which  also  serves  a 
large  area  of  the  surrounding  countryside.  The  following  are  the 
details  of  patients  from  Reading  who  attended  for  the  first  time 
in  1952: — 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER.  Mr.  0.  Kean,  M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mech.E.,  M.I.W.E., 
Water  Engineer,  has  been  good  enough  to  supply  the  following 
information. 

1 .  The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

2.  The  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  water  was 
continued  in  the  Department’s  laboratory  during  the  year,  and  the 
number  of  samples  taken  from  the  purification  works  and  distribu¬ 
tion  system  shows  a  considerable  increase  on  1951. 

In  addition,  samples  were  submitted  at  regular  intervals  for 
independent  examination  by  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories. 

The  numbers  of  samples  from  each  point,  together  with  the  type 
of  examination  made,  are  set  out  below: — - 

A.  By  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 


Source 

Type  of  Water 

Number  of  Samples 

Full  Bact. 

Full  Chemical 

Fobney  Works 

Final  water  chlorinated 

7 

5 

Southcote  Works... 

Final  water  chlorinated 

7 

5 

Pangbourne  Works 

Raw  water 

4 

3 

Pangbourne  Works 

Final  water  chlorinated 

7 

2 

25 

15 

71 


B.  By  the  Water  Department  Laboratory. 


Number  of  Samples 


Source 

Type  of  Water 

Full 

Bact. 

Full 

Chem. 

Partial 

Chem. 

Fobney  Works 

Raw  River  water 

17 

12 

5 

After  prefilters ... 

1 

— 

1 

Individual  filtrates 

50 

— 

48 

Bulked  filtrate,  un¬ 
chlorinated  ... 

45 

12 

33 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

87 

12 

74 

Southcote  Works  ... 

Individual  filtrates, 

chlorinated  ... 

9 

2 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

84 

12 

71 

Pangbourne  Works 

Raw  water 

49 

45 

3 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

51 

12 

38 

Bath  Road  Works: 

Reservoir 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

40 

10 

30 

Storage  wells 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

15 

2 

13 

Tilehurst  Water 

Tower 

As  distributed  ... 

14 

— 

14 

Parfitt  Reservoirs  . . . 

As  distributed  ... 

14 

— 

14 

Hill  Reservoirs 

As  distributed  ... 

10 

— 

10 

Tap  Samples 

As  distributed  ... 

32 

1 

30 

Samples  for  Medical 
Officer 

Private  supplies 

9 

9 

Bath  Road  Storage 
Tanks 

Not  in  use 

4 

— 

4 

Bath  Rd.  Reservoir 

After  repairs  ... 

5 

— 

5 

River  Thames 

River  water 

1 

1 

— 

Samples  from  Main 

After  repairs  ... 

2 

— 

2 

532 

128 

397 

In  all,  therefore,  1,097  water  samples  were  examined  during  the 
year,  1,057  in  the  Water  Department  Laboratory  and  40  by  the 
Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

All  final  water  samples  proved  satisfactory,  with  coli-aerogenes 
organisms  absent  from  100  mis.,  with  the  exception  of  two  sub¬ 
standard  samples  taken  from  No.  2  Hill  Reservoir  at  Tilehurst. 
In  this  instance,  the  source  of  the  contamination  was  traced, 
preventive  measures  were  taken,  and  subsequent  samples  proved 
satisfactory  after  chlorination  of  the  reservoir. 
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The  following  are  submitted  as  being  typical  reports.  The  well 
supply  is  practically  constant  in  composition,  is  of  a  high  standard 
of  bacterial  purity,  and  requires  only  precautionary  chlorination 
in  the  way  of  treatment.  The  river  source,  however,  is  influenced 
by  riparian  and  climatic  conditions,  and  only  after  carefully  con 
trolled  filtration  and  chlorination  is  a  pure  and  wholesome  final 
water  produced. 


RIVER  KENNET 


Raw  Water 

Final  Water 

Appearance 

Slightly  opalescent,  with 
little  colour  and  with  a 
small  deposit  of  mainly 
mineral  debris  but 
with  some  diatoms  and 
algae  threads. 

Clear  and  bright. 

Colour  (Hazen) 

Filtered:  7 

Less  than  5 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  ... 

14  . 

Nil 

Odour 

Nil  . 

Nil 

Reaction  pH 

8-0  . 

7-6 

Electric  Conductivity  at 

20°  C . 

— 

Chlorides  ... 

14-0  . 

14-5 

Hardness : 

Total 

250  . 

245 

Carbonate  (Temporary) 

210  . 

205 

Non-carbonate  (Per- 

manent) 

40  . 

40 

Nitrates  (N) 

2-6  . 

2-6 

Nitrites  (N) 

0-01  . 

Absent 

Free  Ammonia  (N) 

0-050  . 

0-000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (N) 

0-125  . 

0-040 

Iron 

0-20  . 

Less  than  0-02 

Other  Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

1  . 

6 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180° 

C . 

305  . 

295 

Alkalinity ... 

210  . 

205 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four 

hours  at  27°  C. 

1-45  . 

0-65 

Residual  Chlorine 

— 

0-4 

No.  of  Colonies  developing 

Bacteriological  Results 

per  ml.  on  Agar  in: — - 

1  day  at  37°  C. 

700  . 

6 

2  days  at  37°  C. 

3,400  . 

7 

3  days  at  22°  C. 

10,500  . 

11 

Presumptive  Coliform  Re¬ 
action  : — 

Present  in 

0-01  mis. 

— 

Absent  from 

0-001  mis. 

100  mis. 

Probable  number  per 

100  mis. 

3,500  . 

0 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  I) : — 

Present  in 

0-1  mis.  ... 

— 

Absent  from 

0-1  mis.  ... 

100  mis. 

Probable  number  per 

100  mis. 

500  . 

0 
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PANGBOURNE  WELL 


Raw  Water 

Final  Water 

Appearance 

Practically  clear  and 

Clear  and  bright. 

Colour  (Hazen) 

bright. 

Nil  . 

Nil 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  ... 

1-5  . 

Nil 

Odour 

Nil  . 

Faint,  chlorinous 

Reaction  pH 

71  . 

7-0 

Electric  Conductivity  at 
20°  C . 

Chlorides  ... 

13-5  . 

13-5 

Hardness : 

Total 

295  . 

295 

Carbonate  (Temporary) 

255 

255 

Non-carbonate  (Per¬ 

manent) 

40  . 

40 

Nitrates  (N) 

4-6  . 

4-6 

Nitrites  (N) 

Absent 

Absent 

Free  Ammonia  (N) 

0-000  . 

0-000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (N) 

0-000  . 

0-000 

Iron 

0-10  . 

Absent 

Other  Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

32  . 

36 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180° 

C . 

345  . 

350 

Alkalinity ... 

255  . 

255 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four 
hours  at  27°  C. 

0-05  . 

0-00 

Residual  Chlorine 

— 

0-3 

No.  of  Colonies  developing 
ml.  on  Agar  in: — - 
1  day  at  37°  C. 

Bacteriologial  Results 

0  . 

0 

2  days  at  37°  C. 

2  . 

0 

3  days  at  22°  C. 

450  . 

0 

Presumptive  Coliform  Re¬ 
action: — 

Present  in 

Absent  from ... 

100  mis.  ... 

100  mis. 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  I) : — 
Present  in 

Absent  from 

100  mis.  ... 

100  mis. 

3.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no  special 
precautions  are  required  in  this  respect. 

4.  During  the  year  under  review  there  were  no  instances  of 
abnormal  contamination  or  pollution  of  the  sources  from  which 
water  is  abstracted,  and  the  routine  measures  comprising  filtration, 
chlorination,  tests  for  residual  chlorine  and  periodical  analyses 
proved  adequate  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 
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5.  The  estimated  total  population  supplied  from  the  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  mains  in  the  whole  area  of  supply  was  123,654,  and  the  total 
quantity  of  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  during  the  year  was 
2,044,056,000  gallons. 

The  approximate  number  of  dwellinghouses,  together  with  other 
premises  having  domestic  occupation,  supplied  from  the  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  mains  was  33,502  at  31st  March,  1952.  Of  this  number, 
33,423  were  supplied  direct  and  the  remaining  79  were  supplied 
by  means  of  standpipes. 

According  to  my  records,  19  houses  within  the  Borough  do  not 
take  a  supply  from  the  Corporation’s  mains,  but  are  supplied  from 
private  wells. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Mr.  W.  E.  Bond,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  as  follows: — 

In  this  report  an  attempt  is  made  to  indicate  to  some  extent  the 
duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Whilst  much  of  the  work  concerns 
the  problems  of  general  sanitation,  an  increasing  amount  of  time 
has  been  given  to  the  inspection  of  food  and  food  premises. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  staff  has  been  seriously 
handicapped  by  sickness.  There  has  also  been  a  vast  increase  in 
the  number  of  animals  passing  through  the  Ministry’s  slaughter¬ 
houses  and  the  bacon  factory,  which  has  caused  a  considerable 
strain  on  the  remaining  members  of  the  staff  of  Inspectors.  It  will 
be  seen  from  the  report  that  efforts  have  not  been  wasted  in  an 
endeavour  to  secure  good  results  under  the  existing  conditions. 

The  Section  has  moved  to  more  commodious  premises;  this  is 
much  appreciated  by  all  members  of  the  staff,  and  as  a  result 
administration  has  been  carried  out  more  efficiently. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Nuisances.  373  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year 
for  abatement  of  nuisances  which  were  not  concerned  with  housing 
defects;  of  these,  367  were  complied  with. 

Sewers  and  Drains.  195  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year  concerning  choked  or  defective  sewers  and  drains.  The  Local 
Authority  cleared  104,  repaired  26  and  renewed  2.  Owners  cleared 
52,  repaired  9  and  renewed  1. 

1,269  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection 
with  these  complaints. 

Smoke  Abatement.  No  complaints  were  received  in  regard  to 
nuisances  from  excessive  smoke  and  grit  from  factory  chimneys 
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and  no  observations  were  made.  Two  complaints  were  received  in 
connection  with  excessive  smoke  from  heating  stoves  in  workshops. 

The  nuisance  was  remedied  in  one  instance  by  extending  the 
chimney,  and  in  the  other  an  undertaking  was  given  to  use  smokeless 
fuel. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of 
offensive  and  associated  trades  within  the  Borough.  They  were 
1  blood  drier,  3  tripe  boilers  and  dressers,  1  rag  and  bone  dealer. 

These  premises  were  regularly  inspected  and  found  at  all  times 
to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  properly  conducted. 
Notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash  were  given  when  required,  and 
the  traders  concerned  have  always  been  co-operative.  No  complaints 
were  received  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Disease.  223  inspections  of  premises  following 
notification  of  infectious  disease  were  made  during  the  year. 
Advice  was  offered  to  householders  on  matters  relating  to  isolation 
in  cases  which  were  home  nursed.  Cleansing  and  redecoration  was 
ordered  if  the  circumstances  required  it. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  three  common  lodging 
houses  in  the  Borough.  The  structure  of  these  houses  leaves  much 
to  be  desired  by  modern  standards,  but  they  fulfil  an  urgent  need 
at  the  present,  and  they  must  remain  until  more  normal  conditions 
return.  332  day  visits  and  52  night  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises 
during  the  year,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  is  fairly  good 
considering  the  type  of  person  who  sleeps  there. 

The  National  Assistance  Board  still  make  use  of  one  of  the 
lodging  houses  for  homeless  male  persons  who  apply  to  them  for 
lodgings. 

120  males  and  3  married  couples  can  be  accommodated  in  these 
premises. 

Canal  Boats.  Twenty-eight  visits  were  made  to  the  wharves 
on  the  Thames  and  Ivennet,  and  it  would  appear  that  waterborne 
traffic  has  entirely  ceased  and  the  Kennet  and  Avon  canal  fallen 
into  disuse  as  a  means  of  transport. 

No  canal  boats  were  seen  during  the  year  and  there  are  none  on 
the  register. 

Movable  Dwellings.  An  increasing  number  of  people  have 
taken  to  living  in  caravans,  and  whilst  the  accommodation  provided 
in  this  way  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired  for  family  life,  it  is 
perhaps  preferable  to  living  in  one  or  two  rooms.  It  is  hoped  that 
when  more  houses  are  available,  this  form  of  dwelling  will  become 
less  used. 
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At  present  there  are  80  licensed  caravans  in  the  Borough.  On 
one  site  on  which  there  are  20  of  these  dwellings  a  main  sewer  has 
been  laid,  and  four  brick-built  sanitary  annexes  have  been  erected 
at  suitable  places,  each  containing  W.Cs.,  sinks  and  main  water 
supply.  Each  caravan  has  a  concrete  path  leading  into  a  wide  service 
road. 

One  other  small  site  laid  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Department 
contains  8  caravans.  The  remainder  are  situated  on  isolated 
individual  sites. 

680  visits  were  paid  to  these  sites  and  to  the  caravans  visiting 
the  area  with  travelling  fairs  and  shows. 

No  nuisances  have  been  observed,  and  no  cases  of  infectious 
disease  have  been  notified. 

Licensed  Premises.  The  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient 
sanitary  accommodation  in  licensed  premises  has  proceeded,  there 
being  only  two  licensed  houses  where  the  provision  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

212  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises,  and  the  improvement  in 
bar  hygiene  has  been  maintained. 

Disinfestation  and  Disinfection.  The  work  carried  out  by 
this  service  is  unspectacular  and  mainly  of  a  routine  nature,  but 
the  measures  taken  to  deal  with  verminous  persons  and  premises 
and  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  infectious  disease,  form  an  important 
part  of  the  work  of  the  Department. 

208  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  verminous 
premises  and  represented  a  slight  increase  on  last  year’s  figures. 

Reinspection  of  premises  treated  in  1951  for  cockroaches  show 
that,  except  in  one  instance,  treatment  has  been  entirely  successful, 
and  further  treatment  in  this  case  appears  to  have  eradicated  the 
pest. 

The  practice  of  treating  Council  houses,  and  the  disinfestation  of 
bedding  and  furniture  of  new  tenants,  has  been  continued  when  the 
circumstances  warranted  it. 


Complaints  received 

Houses 

Disinfested 

Rooms 

Disinfested 

Verminous 

Persons 

Council  Houses  .. 

44 

38 

132 

13 

Private 

.  164 

150 

187 

— 

Totals 

.  208 

188 

319 

13 

77 


Disinfection. 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Rooms  .  219 

Beds .  49 

Miscellaneous  articles  ...  ...  ...  437 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1948 

There  are  552  factories  recorded  in  the  register  kept  for  this 
purpose.  This  is  an  increase  of  37  on  the  previous  year.  464  visits 
were  paid  by  the  District  Inspectors. 

Six  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
and  15  written  notices  were  served  during  the  year. 

Lists  of  outworkers  received  twice  yearly  from  employers  in 
accordance  with  Section  110  of  the  Act  returned  144  outworkers 
who  were  principally  engaged  in  making  wearing  apparel.  Of  these, 
46  were  referred  to  other  Local  Authorities,  and  98  were  in  the 
borough,  whose  premises  were  visited  by  the  District  Inspectors. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Number 
of  Written 
Notices 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

95 

139 

3 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

457 

325 

12 

552 

464 

15 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

W ant  of  cleanliness ... 

9 

9 

— 

2 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  insufficient 

9 

3 

— 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

li 

9 

— 

3 

Total 

09 

21 

— 

6 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 
1951 

There  are  5  premises  on  the  register  where  filling  materials  listed 
in  Section  32  of  the  Act  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  bedding 
and  other  upholstered  articles. 

Sixteen  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  and  8  samples  were 
taken.  Two  of  these  samples  failed  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests 
due  to  a  technical  error  in  sampling,  therefore  no  action  was  taken 
in  regard  thereto.  The  remaining  6  samples  satisfied  the  tests. 

PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

Fifty-six  visits  were  paid  to  the  various  places  of  public  entertain¬ 
ment,  all  of  which  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Section  13  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  with  regard  to  conditions  under  which 
refreshments  and  meals  are  served.  Sanitary  accommodation  was 
found  to  be  kept  satisfactorily. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950.  Section  38 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  duties  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Section.  Only  one  complaint  was  received  from 
the  Shops  Act  Inspector  and  alternative  sanitary  accommodation 
was  provided  in  this  case. 

LOCAL  LAND  CHARGES 

Information  regarding  statutory  orders  and  other  outstanding 
notices  relating  to  properties  within  the  Borough  is  supplied  on 
request  for  official  search  of  the  Land  Charges  Register.  1,497  such 
requests  were  dealt  with  by  the  Section  during  the  year. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

During  the  year  28  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  public 
swimming  baths,  26  of  which  were  satisfactory.  The  two  failures 
occurred  in  one  of  the  open-air  baths,  and  enquiries  revealed  that 
the  bath  had  just  previously  been  emptied  and  cleansed,  and  the 
chlorination  was  not  fully  completed. 

There  are  four  schools  in  the  town  provided  with  swimming  baths. 

Reading  School  (Education  Committee)  is  equipped  with  a 
modern  chlorination  plant  and  during  term  time  seven  samples 
were  taken,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Leighton  Park  (Private  School)  is  equipped  with  a  chlorination 
plant.  Three  samples  were  taken  during  the  summer  term,  two 
of  which  were  unsatisfactory. 
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The  remaining  two  school  baths  are  not  equipped  with  plant, 
but  rely  on  hand  dosing  for  chlorination. 

At  Queen  Anne’s  School  for  Girls  (Private)  three  samples  were 
taken,  one  of  which  was  unsatisfactory. 

At  Abbey  School  for  Girls  (Private)  six  samples  were  taken, 
four  of  which  were  unsatisfactory.  Representations  have  been 
made  in  this  case  to  the  School  Governors  to  instal  an  automatic 
chlorination  plant,  and  it  is  hoped  this  will  be  operating  before  the 
next  summer  term. 

WELL  WATER  SUPPLY 

There  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  34  premises  in  the 
Borough  which  were  supplied  from  private  wells.  127  samples 
were  submitted  to  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination,  and 
because  of  the  unsatisfactory  results  10  premises  were  connected 
to  the  Corporation  mains.  In  8  cases  main  water  supply  is  not 
available  within  reasonable  distance. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  five  persons  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority  to  keep 
pet  shops.  Fifteen  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  and  all  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  were  found  to  be  complied  with. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Rodent  Control.  The  work  of  rodent  control  continues  to  receive 
the  attention  of  the  Section.  The  total  number  of  complaints 
received  during  the  year  was  792,  a  reduction  of  252  on  the  previous 
year.  Of  this  number,  123  complaints  concerned  pests  other  than 
rats  or  mice.  During  the  year  structural  rat  proofing  was  carried 
out  in  17  cases. 

Reference  was  made  last  year  to  the  nuisance  caused  by  pigeons 
in  various  parts  of  the  town  centre,  and  during  the  year  10  com¬ 
plaints  were  received  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  reduce  the 
number  of  birds.  This  resulted  in  the  trapping  of  147  pigeons  and 
the  destruction  of  227  eggs.  In  some  instances  premises  have  been 
successfully  fenced  against  the  birds. 


CONTROL 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

Close  attention  has  again  been  given  to  the  supervision  and 
inspection  of  all  those  premises  where  food  is  manufactured, 
prepared  or  stored.  There  are  94  premises  registered  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
and  in  addition  to  this  number  there  are  797  other  food  premises 
recorded. 

3,537  inspections  were  paid  to  all  these  premises  and  22  informal 
notices  requiring  improvements  to  various  premises  were  served. 
All  the  notices  were  complied  with. 

Forty-eight  hot  water  appliances  have  been  fitted  during  the  past 
two  years. 

CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 

No  special  lectures  have  been  given  this  year,  but  rather  more 
attention  has  been  given  to  direct  contact  with  the  persons  employed 
in  the  handling  of  foodstuffs,  and  impressing  on  them  the  importance 
of  personal  cleanliness  in  their  work ;  as  a  result,  the  general  standard 
of  hygiene  has  further  improved  in  these  premises. 

A  summary  of  the  visits  paid  to  the  various  food  premises 


follows : — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  402 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  244 

Fish  Shops  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  239 

Food  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  347 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,152 

Markets  and  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  607 

School  Meals  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Works  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

SCHOOL  KITCHENS 


The  co-operation  between  the  School  Meals  Service  and  the 
Section  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  Fifty-two  surprise 
visits  were  paid  to  the  Kitchens  and  the  standard  of  storing, 
handling  and  preparing  foodstuffs  was  at  all  times  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  Meat  supplies  were  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and 
other  foodstuffs  were  examined. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

The  requirements  of  this  Act  are  in  general  well  complied  with. 
224  visits  were  paid  to  the  various  premises.  Warnings  were  given 
in  six  cases,  but  no  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  slaughtering  of  animals  at  the  Abattoirs  and  East  Street 
Slaughterhouse  and  the  bacon  factory  continues  to  increase.  The 
number  of  all  classes  of  food  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
was  96,347.  This  is  over  25%  higher  than  last  year. 

During  the  year  the  hanging  bays  at  the  Abattoirs  have  been 
equipped  with  an  up-to-date  cooling  apparatus,  which  permits  the 

meat  to  be  thoroughly  cooled  before  loading  for  transportation. 

The  scheme  for  a  new  Abattoir  for  sheep  and  lambs  contemplated 
in  1951  was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  and  the 
work  on  the  new  lairage  and  dressing  room  accommodation  for  the 
slaughtermen  is  progressing.  132  tons  of  meat  were  condemned 
during  the  year. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

exclud’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

I 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

22,358 

3,507 

6,038 

25,297 

39,147 

Number  inspected  ... 

22,358 

3,507 

6,038 

25,297 

39,147 

Tuberculosis  only:— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

49 

44 

_ 

• 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

1,190 

819 

_ 

390 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

5-54 

24-61 

_ 

_ 

1-03 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  whole  carcases 
condemned 

12 

20 

9 

18 

48 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

4,164 

1,047 

22 

1,473 

1,065 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

18-68 

30-42 

0-51 

5-89 

2-84 
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Numbers  of  whole  carcases,  part  carcases,  organs,  etc.,  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  diseases  relating  thereto: — 


Whole  Carcases  Part  Carcases 


Tuberculosis 

105 

Tuberculosis 

...  153 

Fevered  and  emaciated  condi¬ 

Bruising 

52 

tion  ... 

20 

Abscess 

47 

Hydraemic  and  emaciated 

Calloused  Arthritis 

12 

condition 

17 

Peritonitis 

1 

Pyaemia 

12 

Traumatic  Pericarditis 

5 

Septicaemia  and  Septic  Metritis 

9 

Septic  condition  and  bruising 

due  to  dog  bites 

3 

Peritonitis 

8 

Septic  Peritonitis 

12 

Extensive  injuries 

3 

Oedema 

2 

Johne’s  disease 

1 

Melanosis 

1 

Carcinoma 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

Dead  on  arrival 

3 

Jaundice 

1 

Enteritis 

1 

Immaturity 

7 

Organs 

etc. 

Heads  and  Tongues 

Hearts 

Abscess 

33 

Abscess 

•  •  • 

9 

Actinomycosis ... 

129 

Pericarditis 

•  •  . 

...  110 

Tuberculosis 

1,596 

Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

77 

Injuries... 

17 

Erysipelas 

.  .  . 

7 

Cysticercus  Bovis  Calcified 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Calcified 

Lesions 

47 

Lesions 

... 

19 

Ringworm 

4 

Haemorrhagic  ... 

.  .  . 

1 

Cysts 

38 

Lungs 

Spleens 

Abscess 

164 

Abscess ... 

8 

Congestion 

20 

Rupture 

9 

Emphysema 

39 

Tuberculosis 

65 

Pneumonia 

65 

Peritonitis 

7 

Pleurisy 

282 

Haemorrhagic  ... 

9 

Parasites 

18 

Kidneys 

Tuberculosis 

1,384 

Abscess 

9 

Cysts 

82 

Cysts 

...  1.225 

Distomatosis  ... 

220 

Nephritis 

49 

Haemorrhagic  ... 

2 

Necrosis 

2 

Actinomycosis ... 

1 

Tuberculosis 

20 

Oedema 

1 

Oedema... 

2 

Livers 

Udders 

Abscess ... 

928 

Abscess ... 

1 

Angioma 

553 

Mammitis 

11 

Cirrhosis 

229 

Tuberculosis 

7 

Distomatosis  ... 

5,546 

Induration 

15 

Necrosis 

298 

Gangrene 

1 

Tuberculosis 

420 

Actinomycosis  . . . 

1 

Degeneration  ... 

228 

Cysts 

114 

Melanosis  ...  . 

4 

Putrefaction  ... 

17 

Milk  Spots 

20 
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Stomachs 


Abscess...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  81 

Inflammation  ...  ...  ...  8 

Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  19 

Haemorrhagic  ...  ...  ...  8 


Intestines 


Johne’s  Disease  ...  ...  13 

Congestion  ...  ...  ...  14 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  43 

Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  19 

Abscess  ...  ...  ...  15 

Inflammation  ...  ...  ...  28 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  3 


Condemned  Foodstuffs.  The 

foods  examined  and  found  unfit  for 
in  the  table  below.  924  visits  were 
Almonds 
Apricots 
Baking  Powder 
Bicarbonate  Soda 
Biscuits 

Bread  Rolls  . . . 

Cakes  ... 

Cake  Mixture  . . . 

Canned  Goods 
Cheese ... 

Chicken  Soup . . . 

Cooking  Fat  ... 

Cornflakes 
Cornflour 
Custard  Powder 
Dates  ... 

Dried  Milk  . . . 

Eggs  . 

Egg  Powder  ... 

Fish 

Flour  ... 

Gravy  Powder 
Ice  Cream 
J  ellies 
Meat  Paste 
Porridge  Oats... 

Prawns  and  Shrimps 
Prunes 

Pudding  Mixture 
Rice 

Salt  ...  ... 

Sauce  ... 

Semolina 
Shredded  Wheat 
Soup  Powder  ... 

Sultanas 
Sweets 
Vegetables 
Whelks 


quantity  of  meat  and  other 
human  consumption  is  given 
paid  for  this  purpose: — 

12  lbs. 

1,894  lbs. 

5  lbs. 

7  packets. 

7  lbs. 

28  lbs. 

81  lbs. 

1,792  lbs. 

15,201  tins. 

670  lbs. 

11  packets. 

8  lbs. 

28  lbs. 

8  packets. 

9  packets. 

103  lbs. 

112  lbs. 

3,575 

7  packets. 

2,591  lbs. 

71  lbs. 

2  lbs. 

21  gallons. 

115  packets. 

38  jars. 

86  lbs. 

240  lbs. 

2,070  lbs. 

6  packets. 

168  lbs. 

12  bags. 

22  bottles. 

4  lbs. 

10  packets.. 

55  packets. 

50  lbs. 

267  lbs. 

2,240  lbs. 

14  lbs. 
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MEAT  HANDLING  AND  TRANSPORTATION 

Attention  continues  to  be  given  to  the  conditions  under  which 
meat  is  handled  and  transported ;  certain  improvements  were 
effected,  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  secure  the  introduction  of 
vans  with  facilities  for  hanging  meat. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  40,  including  two  new  applications. 

KNACKER’S  YARD 

There  is  only  one  knacker’s  yard  in  the  Borough.  Forty-six 
visits  were  paid  to  this  during  the  year.  No  complaints  were 
received  and  no  nuisances  were  observed.  The  register  kept  in 
accordance  with  the  Knackers  Yard  Order  of  1948  reveals  that 
181  bovine,  29  equine  animals  and  3  sheep  were  dealt  with  on  the 
premises. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938-50 

500  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  obtained  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  and  the  results  are  summarised  in  the  following 
table.  Summary  proceedings  were  taken  under  Section  24  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  respect  of  5  samples  of  milk  which 
were  the  subject  of  adverse  reports  by  the  Public  Analyst.  The 
defendant  was  fined  £8  and  costs  £5  5s.  Od. 


Article  examined 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Number 
found  to 
be  genuine 

Number 
not  up  to 
standard 

Almonds,  Ground 

2 

1 

1 

Apples 

1 

1 

— 

Aspirin 

3 

3 

— 

Baking  Powder  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Beef,  Pressed 

1 

1 

— 

Blancmange,  Dessert 

1 

1 

— 

Brawn,  Pork 

3 

3 

— 

Brislings  in  Tomato  Sauce 

2 

1 

1 

Bronchial  Mixture 

1 

— 

1 

Buns,  Cream 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

3 

3 

- - 

Butterscotch 

2 

2 

— 

Cake  and  Pudding  Mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  Spread 

1 

1 

— 

Chippalatas,  Beef 

1 

1 

— 

Cinnamon,  Ground 

2 

2 

— 

Coffee 

2 

2 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

6 

6 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Cornflour 

1 

1 

— 
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Article  examined 

Number 

of 

Samples 

N  umber 
found  to 
be  genuine 

Number 
not  up  to 
standard 

Cornish  Pastie 

1 

1 

— 

Cream,  Synthetic 

1 

1 

— 

Cream  Powder,  Synthetic 

1 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Doughnuts,  Cream 

1 

1 

— 

Fat,  Cooking 

2 

2 

- — - 

Fish  Cakes 

4 

4 

— 

Flour,  Cake 

2 

2 

— 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

Flour,  Self-raising 

4 

4 

— 

Gelatine,  Dessert... 

1 

1 

— 

Ginger,  Ground  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Ginger,  Home-milled 

1 

1 

— 

Ginger  Ale,  Dry  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Ginger  Wine  (Non-alcoholic) 

1 

1 

— 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and  Honey  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Herbs,  Marjoram 

1 

1 

— 

Honey 

5 

5 

— 

Ice  Cream... 

19 

19 

— 

Iodine,  Tincture  of 

3 

3 

— 

Jellies,  Table 

2 

2 

— 

J unket  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

- - 

Lard 

2 

2 

— 

Lemon  Squash 

1 

1 

— 

Lemon  Juice 

1 

1 

— 

Margarine ... 

4 

4 

— 

Meat,  Luncheon  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Milk  . 

303 

280 

23 

Milk,  Condensed  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Nutmegs,  Ground 

1 

1 

— 

Oil,  Castor 

5 

5 

— 

Oil,  Olive  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Orange  Juice 

1 

1 

— 

Pepper,  White 

2 

2 

— 

Pineapple  Curd  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Pork  Pies  ... 

4 

4 

— 

Potato  Crisps 

6 

6 

Potato  Powder 

1 

1 

Prunes 

1 

1 

— 

Puffs,  Cream  (Pastry) 

Quinine,  Ammoniated  Tincture 

1 

1 

— 

of 

1 

1 

— 

Quinine  Tonic  Water 

1 

1 

— 

Rabbit  Casserole  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Rennett,  Essence  of 

1 

1 

— 

Saccharin  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Salad  Dressing 

1 

— 

1 

Salts,  Epsom 

1 

1 

• — 

Salts,  Glauber 

2 

1 

1 

Sandwich  Spread... 

3 

3 

— 

Sausage  Meat,  Beef 

8 

6 

2 

Sausage,  Pork 

9 

8 

I 

Sausage,  Luncheon 

1 

1 

— 

Sausage  Rolls 

2 

2 

— 

Sausages,  Pork 

2 

2 

— 
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Article  examined 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Number 
found  to 
be  genuine 

Number 
not  up  to 
standard 

Sausages,  Beef 

4 

4 

— 

Soda,  Bicarbonate 

4 

4 

— 

Spice,  Mixed 

3 

3 

— 

Sponge  Mixture  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Steak  Pie  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Suet,  Beef... 

1 

1 

— 

Suet,  Beef,  Shredded 

4 

4 

— 

Sulphur  Lozenges 

1 

1 

— 

Sulphur  Tablets  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Sunny  Spread 

1 

1 

— 

Sweets 

2 

2 

— 

Tartaric  Acid 

1 

1 

— 

Tea 

1 

1 

— 

Toffee 

1 

1 

— 

Turnover,  Jam  (Pastry)... 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar,  Malt 

1 

1 

— 

Yeast,  Extract 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

500 

466 

34 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  adulterated  samples  during  the  year : — 


No.  of 
Sample 

Description 
of  Article 

Nature  of 
Adulteration 

Reason  and 

Action  Taken 

1 

Milk 

26  -  7  %  deficient  in  solids- " 

not-fat 

2 

Milk 

11-8%  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

3 

Milk 

26-8%  deficient  in  solids- 

Summary  proceedings 

not-fat 

>■ 

taken.  Producer  fined 

4 

Milk 

29-8%  deficient  in  solids- 

£8  and  costs. 

not-fat 

5 

Milk 

5-3%  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

14 

Milk 

4-7%  deficient  in  solids-^ 

not-fat 

15 

Milk 

7  T  %  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

16 

Milk 

5-3%  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

Genuine  milk  of  poor 

18 

Milk 

3  94%  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat 

quality 

30 

Milk 

2-5%  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

31 

Milk 

2-0%  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

-> 

22 

Brislings  in 

Contained  excess  tin 

Stock  withdrawn  from 

Tomato 

sale 

Sauce 

45 

Milk 

3-7%  deficient  in  solids- 

Following-up  sample 

not-fat 

satisfactory 

48 

Milk 

5-0%  deficient  in  solids- 

Following-up  sample 

not-fat 

satisfactory 
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No.  of 
Sample 

Description 
of  Article 

Nature  of 
Adulteration 

Reason  and 

Action  Taken 

67 

Beef  Sausage 
Meat 

24-0%  deficient  in  meat 

Manufacturer  warned 

72 

Rabbit 

Casserole 

Not  sterile 

Consignment  withdrawn 
from  sale 

94 

Salad 

Dressing 

Contained  particles  of  rust 

Old  stock.  Remainder 
withdrawn  and  des¬ 
troyed 

95 

Glaubers 

Salts 

Exsiccated  Glaubers  salts. 
Incorrectly  packed 

Manufacturers  informed 

180 

Pineapple 

Curd 

Fermenting 

Faulty  sealing  of  cover. 
Remainder  of  stock 
withdrawn  and  des¬ 
troyed 

287 

Ground 

Almonds 

Rancid 

Remainder  of  stock 
destroyed 

232 

Milk 

3-3%  deficient  in  fat  ''] 

234 

Milk 

0-6%  deficient  in  solids-  j 
not-fat 

244 

Milk 

2-4%  deficient  in  solids-  | 
not-fat 

253 

Milk 

11-7%  deficient  in  fat  | 
and  0-6%  deficient 
in  solids-not-fat 

254 

Milk 

1-2%  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  y 

Genuine  milk  of  poor 
quality 

312 

Milk 

3-0%  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat 

313 

Milk 

3-0%  deficient  in  solids-  j 
not-fat 

315 

Milk 

0-6%  deficient  in  solids-  | 
not-fat 

316 

Milk 

1-2%  deficient  in  solids-  j 
not-fat 

323 

Milk 

3-3%  deficient  in  fat  J 

410 

Glycerine, 
Lemon  and 
Honey 

Incorrectly  labelled 

Manufacturers  agreed 
to  change  wording  on 
labels 

416 

Bronchial 

Mixture 

Excess  sugar 

Old  stock.  Withdrawn 

491 

Pork 

Sausage 

49%  deficient  in  meat  ''j 

Official  warning  to 

492 

j 

Beef 

Sausage 

Meat 

24%  deficient  in  meat  ^ 

J 

manufacturer 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1950.  107  persons  are 

registered  with  this  Authority  as  Distributors  of  milk  and  17 
premises  are  registered  as  dairies.  244  visits  were  paid  to  these 
premises,  and  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  was  well  maintained. 

The  dairy  in  the  lairage  hall  at  the  cattle  market  has  functioned 
successfully  during  the  year.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satis¬ 
factory  and  the  method  of  milking  has  given  satisfaction  to  the 
owners  of  the  animals.  All  the  milk  after  cooling  continues  to  be 
sent  for  heat  treatment. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949.  There  has  been  a  reduction  of  one 
in  the  number  of  heat  treatment  plants  during  the  year,  but  the 
increased  production  capabilities  of  the  three  new  plants  installed 
last  year  should  be  able  to  meet  requirements  if  Reading  is  included 
in  a  Specified  Area. 

It  appears,  too,  that  an  increasing  number  of  dairymen  are 
anticipating  the  proposed  new  legislation  by  obtaining  their  supplies 
of  heat-treated  milk  from  one  of  the  larger  processing  firms. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  sale  of  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  seems  to  be  declining, 
doubtless  due  to  difficulties  encountered  in  transport  during  warm 
weather. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  nature  of  the  licences 


issued  by  the  Local  Authority:— 

Pasteurisers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dealers — Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

,,  — Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

,,  — Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

,,  T.T.  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Supplementary — Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  — Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  — Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ...  1 

,,  — Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


384  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  a  summary  of  the 
results  is  given  below: — 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate 

Tests 

No 

.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Pasteurised 

207 

Phosphatase  . . . 

203 

4 

— 

Methylene  Blue 

101 

2 

14 

Tuberculin  Tested 

146 

Phosphatase  . . . 

142 

4 

— 

(Pasteurised)  ... 

Methylene  Blue 

137 

— 

9 

Tuberculin  Tested 

61 

Methylene  Blue 

24 

7 

— 
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BIOLOGICAL  TESTING  OF  MILK 

Fifty-five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  for  testing  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli. 
One  sample  proved  positive.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
area  concerned  was  notified  and  action  was  taken  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Article  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
1949,  but  the  milk  was  already  being  subjected  to  heat  treatment. 

MILK  BOTTLES 

An  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  check  on  the  cleanli¬ 
ness  of  milk  bottles,  and  19  samples  were  taken,  particularly  from 
the  small  dairymen  where  hand-washing  exists.  Twelve  samples 
were  satisfactory,  and  seven  were  considered  fairly  satisfactory 
and  unsatisfactory.  Where  the  results  were  unsatisfactory  the 
dairymen  were  instructed  on  improved  methods  and  better  results 
are  anticipated. 

SCHOOL  MILK  SUPPLIES 

All  milk  supplied  to  the  Council  schools  is  Pasteurised.” 
Samples  are  taken  regularly  and  submitted  to  the  prescribed  tests. 
No  adverse  reports  were  received  in  this  connection. 

The  quantity  supplied  daily  to  the  schools  is  approximately 
516  gallons. 

ICE  CREAM 

Registration  of  Premises.  Section  14:  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938.  The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  398.  Those  registered  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream 
have  considerably  increased.  Close  supervision  has  been  maintained 
on  all  these  premises,  especially  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured. 

Registrations : — 

For  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale — 

Heat-treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cold  Mix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

For  Storage  and  Sale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  386 

Bacteriological  Results.  Ninety-two  samples  of  ice  cream  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  the  results  being : — 

65  fell  within  provisional  Grades  1  and  2. 

97  3  4 

^  1  55  55  55  55  °  55 

ICE  LOLLIES 

Twenty-nine  samples  of  ice  lollies  were  submitted  to  a  bacterio¬ 
logical  test,  2  of  which  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory.  The  firm 
concerned  was  communicated  with  and  further  samples  taken  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Chemical  Results.  Nineteen  samples  of  ice  cream  were 
submitted  to  a  chemical  analysis  with  the  following  results.  The 
average  fat  content  being  7-4%  and  well  above  the  standard. 


No. 

Fat. 

Total  Solids. 

Total  Sugar. 

1 

5-0% 

31-9% 

10-8% 

9 

JmJ 

9-0% 

32-2% 

10-8% 

3 

8-5% 

33-6% 

13-3% 

4 

9-7% 

31-0% 

11-4% 

5 

10-0% 

35-4% 

13-0% 

6 

8-6% 

35-3% 

12-6% 

7 

4-4% 

30-0% 

12-1% 

8 

12-0% 

38-1% 

12-1% 

9 

4-8% 

32-3% 

12-5% 

10 

4-0% 

32-0% 

16-3% 

11 

6-6% 

32-3% 

H-6% 

12 

9-0% 

35-0% 

14-6% 

13 

6-6% 

35-3% 

16-0% 

14 

10-8% 

36-3% 

14-4% 

15 

6-0% 

29-7% 

12-1% 

16 

7-2% 

31-5% 

10-9% 

17 

6-5% 

33-0% 

14-6% 

18 

8-0% 

36-2% 

14-1% 

19 

4-0% 

28-5% 

15-5% 

Average  ...  7-4%  33T%  13-1% 


HOUSING 

The  previous  Annual  Reports  of  the  activities  of  the  Section 
with  regard  to  housing  have  stressed  the  problems  which  have  to  be 
faced  when  carrying  out  the  statutory  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act,  and  it  does  appear  that  whilst  the  shortage  of  materials  is 
not  now  so  acute,  the  increasing  costs  of  both  materials  and  labour 
have  made  little  reduction  in  the  difficulties  which  have  faced  the 
Section  for  a  long  time. 

During  the  year  the  Corporation  carried  out  repairs  under 
statutory  notices  to  the  value  of  £230  and  recovered  the  cost  from 
the  defaulting  owners. 
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In  July,  1951,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  on  the 
dangerous  condition  of  the  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas 
No.  28  (North  Street),  Nos.  31  and  34  (Somerstown)  and  No.  35 
(Wolseley  Street)  which  had  not  been  proceeded  with  owing  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  war. 

During  the  year  1952  eleven  families  were  rehoused  and  the 
Corporation  acquired  and  demolished  the  properties  included  in 
Clearance  Areas  No.  31  and  No.  34  (Somerstown)  and  No.  35 
(Wolseley  Street).  The  owners  of  Clearance  Area  No.  28  (North 
Street)  have  given  an  undertaking  to  demolish. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing- 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  630 

Number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  2,910 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  need  of  repair  318 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  298 

Housing  Act,  1936-49.  Sections  9  and  10 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  requiring  repairs  were  served  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices: — 

By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sections  11  and  12 

By  undertakings  not  to  let  until  made  fit  ...  ...  6 

Made  fit  and  undertaking  rescinded  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  13 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 
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Description  of  Work 

Public 

Health 

Act 

Housing 

Act 

Fac¬ 

tories 

Act 

Food 

and 

Drugs 

Act 

Shops 

Act 

Accumulations  removed 

6 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

Decorations  renewed 

3 

10 

1 

15 

— 

Chimneys  repaired  or  re- 

newed 

30 

14 

— 

1 

— 

Downspouts  repaired  or  re- 

newed 

15 

33 

— 

— 

— 

Fireplaces  and  kitchen  grates 

etc.,  repaired  or  renewed 

4 

32 

— 

— 

— 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

10 

46 

— 

2 

— 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed 

4 

78 

- — ■ 

5 

-  — 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

22 

53 

— 

— 

— 

Plasterwork  repaired  or 

renewed 

10 

68 

— 

6 

— 

Passages  repaired  ... 

1 

7 

— - 

— 

— 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 

38 

146 

— 

- — - 

— - 

Staircases  repaired  or  re- 

newed 

3 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Walls  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 

8 

88 

1 

— 

— 

Windows  repaired  or  re- 

newed 

10 

114 

— 

— 

— 

Woodwork  (general)  repaired 

or  renewed 

1 

35 

— 

2 

— 

Yards  repaired 

10 

— 

2 

— 

Dampness  remedied 

6 

42 

— 

— 

— 

Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Food  stores  provided 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Rent  books  inscribed  cor- 

rectly 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

W.C.  accommodation  repaired 

or  renewed 

12 

17 

3 

— 

— 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or 

renewed 

13 

21 

3 

— 

— 

W.C.  pans  repaired  or  re- 

newed 

14 

17 

2 

— 

— 

W.C.  hopper  pan  conversions 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Water  service  pipes  repaired 

or  renewed 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sufficient  water  supply 

provided  ... 

— 

— 

1 

14 

3 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 

8 

8 

4 

2 

— 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  re- 

newed 

11 

8 

2 

5 

— 

Drains  tested 

36 

— 

- - 

— 

Drains  cleared,  repaired  or 

renewed 

114 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Food-preparing  premises 

cleansed  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Kitchens  cleansed  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Sufficient  W.C.  accommoda- 

tion  provided 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bakehouses  cleansed 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
help  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  of  the  assistance  of  all  members  of  the  staff  during  my 
period  of  office  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Mr.  K.  H.  Thorpe,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  supplied 
the  following  information: — 

House  Refuse  Collection.  During  1952  the  collection  of  house 
refuse  has  continued  once  weekly.  The  service  is  maintained  by 
12  house  refuse  collection  vehicles  and  50  employees. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  house  refuse  collected 
from  premises  within  the  Borough  with  the  total  mileage  of  vehicles 
used  in  this  collection: — 


Quarter  ending: 

1952 

1951 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March  ... 

7,269 

27,937 

6,760 

26,731 

30th  June 

6,990 

26,659 

5,588 

24,369 

30th  September 

6,005 

25,448 

5,135 

28,313 

31st  December 

7,450 

27,718 

6,218 

27,130 

Totals 

27,714 

107,762 

23,701 

106,543 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  domestic  refuse 
and  at  such  other  times  as  arranged  between  the  trader  and  the 
Corporation.  Facilities  are  available  for  traders  to  deliver  trade 
refuse  direct  to  the  refuse  disposal  tip  by  arrangement  with  the 
Corporation. 

KITCHEN  WASTE 

The  principle  of  extending  the  individual  container  system  to 
new  Housing  Estates  and  other  areas  which  are  not  served  by  any 
kitchen  waste  collection  at  the  present  time  has  continued  steadily, 
and  efforts  have  been  made  to  keep  kitchen  waste  separated  from 
household  refuse.  The  approximate  number  of  individual  kitchen 
waste  containers  in  use  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  December, 
1952,  was  3,235. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Controlled  tipping  on  a  modernised  mechanical  system  is  still 
being  continued  at  the  site  situated  west  of  Manor  Farm,  Basing¬ 
stoke  Road. 

STREET  CLEANSING 

The  “  beat  ”  system  of  street  cleansing  by  street  orderlies  has 
been  maintained  and  proves  to  be  a  satisfactory  method.  Collection 
of  street  refuse  is  carried  out  by  means  of  street  orderly  trucks 
which  are  visited  by  street  cleansing  freighters  for  the  collection  of 
the  accumulated  refuse. 
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The  following  is  a  comparative  table  of  the  number  of  employees 
engaged  on  street  cleansing: — - 

1952  1951 

Men  ...  ...  ...  43  45 

Boys  ...  ...  ...  2  — 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  street  sweepings 
collected  within  the  Borough  and  the  mileage  of  the  collection 
vehicles  (the  table  includes  figures  for  the  Lewin  Mechanical 
Sweeper  which  commenced  operating  with  this  Department  in 
February,  1952): — - 


Quarter  ending: 

1952 

1951 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March  ... 

929 

3,031 

435 

2,559 

30th  June 

848 

3,662 

342 

2,084 

30th  September 

805 

4,051 

340 

2,386 

3 1st  December 

829 

3,979 

330 

2,144 

Totals 

3,411 

14,723 

1,447 

9,173 

STREET  GULLY  CLEANSING 

7,206  street  gullies  were  emptied  and  sealed  with  fresh  water  by 
mechanically- operated  vehicles. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  tonnage  removed 
during  the  years  1951-1952: — - 


Quarter  ending: 

1952 

1951 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March  ... 

528 

2,674 

359 

3,439 

30th  June 

485 

3,247 

398 

2,989 

30th  September 

418 

3,163 

438 

3,573 

31st  December 

455 

2,242 

536 

3,659 

Totals 

1,886 

11,326 

1,731 

13,660 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

All  domestic  cesspools  are  emptied  by  two  mechanical  cesspool¬ 
emptying  vehicles  upon  receipt  of  instructions  from  occupiers  or 
owners  of  premises  within  the  Borough  with  a  minimum  of  in¬ 
convenience  and  nuisance  to  householders. 

MANOR  FARM  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

The  total  volume  of  sewage  treated  was  1,795-140  million  gallons, 
a  decrease  of  6-91  million  gallons  on  the  previous  year.  The  daily 
average  flow  was  4,904,754  gallons.  Total  sludge  production  was 
8,678,165  gallons,  most  of  which  was  passed  to  the  digestion  tanks. 
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Air  used  in  the  partial  treatment  activated  sludge  plant  averaged 
0*533  cubic  feet  of  free  air  per  gallon  of  sewage  received,  and  the 
rate  of  application  to  the  percolating  filters  was  approximately 
155  gallons  per  cubic  yard  per  day. 

Due  to  the  continued  overloading  of  the  works  the  effluents  have 
not  been  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
and  have  generally  had  a  brown  colouration  due  to  gas  works 
effluent  in  the  sewage,  and  at  times  there  has  been  considerable 
foaming  which  is  largely  attributed  to  the  increasing  use  of  synthetic 
detergents. 

The  practice  of  chlorinating  the  sewage  to  abate  nuisance  was 
continued. 

CAVERSHAM  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

During  the  year  provision  was  made  for  de-sludging  the  sedimen¬ 
tation  tanks  so  that  the  sludge  could  be  pumped  into  the  Manor 
Farm  system  via  the  new  rising  main.  The  benefits  of  this  were 
shown  by  the  marked  improvement  in  the  final  effluent  and  the 
general  condition  of  the  filters. 

PROPOSED  NEW  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

Preliminary  designs  and  approximate  estimates  for  the  new 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Manor  Farm  have  been  prepared  by  the 
Council’s  Consulting  Engineers. 

SEWERAGE 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1952,  227  houses  or  flats 
were  connected  to  the  foul  sewerage  system,  165  of  which  were 
municipal  houses.  The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough 
drained  to  cesspools  increased  by  nine  to  a  total  of  560. 

A  new  24"  foul  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Great  Knollys  Street  in 
order  to  afford  some  relief  to  the  surcharging  of  the  sewers  in  the 
Stone  Street  area  (off  Oxford  R,oad). 

A  new  surface  water  sewer  was  also  completed  in  Wokingham 
Road.  This  will  take  the  surface  water  from  street  gullies,  etc.,  in 
part  of  the  Newtown  area,  Wokingham  Road  and  Whiteknights 
Park  district. 

REHOUSING 

Mr.  C.  H.  R.  Willett,  L.R.I.B.A.,  the  Borough  Architect,  has' 
been  good  enough  to  supply  the  following  information: — 

Since  the  report  for  1951  was  presented,  the  number  of  permanent 
houses  built  since  the  war  has  risen  to  1,658  (up  to  13th  February, 
1953),  whilst  the  number  of  houses  built  under  licence  for  private 
owners  is  now  288,  thus  the  total  of  new  dwellings  built  since  the 
war — including  prefabricated  houses — is  now  in  the  region  of  2,150. 
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This  figure  represents  a  steady  effort  in  spite  of  difficulties  which 
have  been  met  with  regarding  shortage  of  important  building 
materials,  notably  bricks,  and  labour  which  has  been  drawn  away 
to  rival  projects.  A  further  delay  was  occasioned  by  new  Go  vernment 
recommendations  for  house  design  which  meant  that  the  Borough 
Architect  had  to  prepare  new  designs  and  specifications. 

In  spite  of  all  this  the  actual  amount  of  building  work  on 
Reading’s  housing  schemes  is  greater  than  at  any  time  since  the 
war  and  at  the  end  of  1952  no  fewer  than  603  dwellings  were  under 
construction  (i.e.  those  actually  being  built  and  excluding  houses 
taken  over  ready  for  occupation),  whilst  65  houses  were  in  course  of 
erection  under  licence  for  private  owners. 

The  60  flats  in  Gosbrook  Road  (now  known  as  “  Elizabeth 
House  ”  commenced  in  1951  are  very  well  advanced — -in  fact  the 
first  12  were  taken  over  and  let  early  in  February,  1953. 

There  is  as  yet  no  decline  in  building  costs,  a  further  2d.  per  hour 
having  been  awarded  the  Building  Industry  workers  as  from  the 
2nd  February,  1953;  this,  it  is  estimated,  will  add  another  £20  to 
the  cost  of  each  house. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

SECTION  21a— PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION  FOR 
AGED  AND  INFIRM 

Although  Southern  Hill  did  not  receive  residents  until  January, 
1953,  I  think  it  is  true  for  all  practical  purposes  to  say  that  the 
year  1952  saw  the  completion  of  our  plans  for  the  withdrawal  of 
all  residents  from  Part  III  accommodation  in  Battle  Hospital  and 
their  rehousing  in  smaller  and  more  appropriate  units.  Therefore 
our  nominal  accommodation  is  as  follows,  although  pressure  on 
beds  has  caused  us  to  overcrowd  quite  a  good  deal: — 


Wychcotes 

M. 

F. 

14 

Warren  House 

. . .  — 

16 

Parkhurst 

...  25 

— 

Woodlands 

38 

36  (interchangeable) 

Southern  Hill 

18 

28  (ditto) 

The  number  of  residents 

on  31st  December,  1952,  was 

M. 

W.  Ch. 

Total. 

Woodlands  ... 

...  34 

37 

71 

Battle  Hospital 

. . .  — 

4  — 

4 

Wychcotes  ... 

— 

14  — 

14 

Warren  House 

. . .  — 

21  — 

21 

Parkhurst  ... 

...  29 

—  — 

29 

Other  Institutions . . . 

5 

12  — 

17 

Woodlands  (temporary) 

. . .  — 

3  5 

8 

The  following  information  as  to  accommodation  available  for 
old  people  may  be  of  interest:- — - 


Almshouses 

Controlled  by 

No. 

Situation. 

Present  accomm . 

M. 

F. 

Reading  Church 
Charities 

Reading  Municipal 

10 

Castle  Street  ...  1 

10  (1  couple) 

Charities 

22 

Castle  Street  ...  4 

20  (2  couples) 

Caversham  Trustees 
Church  Vendors  at 

8 

Westfield  Road  ...  — 

8 

Tilehurst  and 
Burghfield 

Flats 

6 

New  Lane  Hill  ...  — 

6 

Church  Army  Hous¬ 

12 

St.  Mary’s  Hill  ...  2  double 

ing  Ltd. 

48  Tilehurst  Road  10  single 

Reading  and  District 

Castle  Carey  House, 

Old  Peoples’ 

Castle  Street  ...  12  single 

Housing  Associa¬ 

13 

1  suitable  double 

tion  Ltd. 
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Private  Homes  registered  under  National  Assistance  Act. 

Four  Homes  registered  under  this  Act  with  accommodation  for 
approximately  63  and  two  further  Homes  applying  for  registration 
with  accommodation  for  approximately  12. 

Housing  Committee.  Accommodation  provided  by  the  Housing 
Committee  comprises : — 

14  pre-war  maisonettes. 

6  post-war  bungalows. 

40  post-war  maisonettes. 

SECTION  21b— TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION 

During  the  year  36  women  and  52  children  were  accommodated 
and  the  total  number  of  nights  for  which  accommodation  was  used 
was  761. 

We  opened  a  special  annexe  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating 
the  small  numbers  of  people  who  are  in  need  of  temporary  accom¬ 
modation.  This  unit  was  completed  in  October,  1952,  and  the 
accommodation  is  roughly  as  follows: — 

1  large  living  room  heated  by  a  coal  stove,  bathroom,  w.c.,  etc. 

1  bedroom  capable  of  containing  3  beds  and  2  smaller  bedrooms. 

The  total  accommodation  is  designed  for  7  people.  Food  is  provided 
from  the  main  building  and  the  temporary  residents  are  expected 
to  keep  the  premises  clean. 

Although  the  provision  of  the  hut  removed  the  difficulty  about 
accommodating  people  on  the  verandah,  it  has  created  problems  of 
its  own.  The  greatest  of  these  problems  is  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
people  seem  unwilling  to  make  an  effort  to  find  alternative 
accommodation.  Thus,  at  the  time  of  writing  (16th  March,  1953) 
we  have  1  woman  and  3  children  who  have  been  there  since  22nd 
November,  1952,  and  another  women  and  child  who  have  been 
there  since  19th  November,  1952.  Other  people  have  stayed  in  the 
unit  for  quite  a  long  time. 

Originally  we  hoped  that  we  would  only  keep  these  people  for 
three  weeks  but,  in  practice,  they  have  been  unable  or  unwilling 
to  find  accommodation  for  themselves.  The  practice  has  now 
developed  that  after  three  weeks  we  charge  the  full  standard  charge 
in  respect  of  such  accommodation. 

SECTION  29— WELFARE  OF  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS— 
BLIND  PERSONS 

The  Reading  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  continued 
to  act  as  our  agents  for  duties  under  Section  29  although  a  detailed 
agreement  has  not  yet  been  signed.  The  Secretary  of  this  Association 
(who  is  also  the  Blind  Welfare  Officer  of  the  Corporation)  has 
supplied  the  following  information: — 
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On  December  31st,  1952, 

there  were 

232  blind  people  on  the 

register,  91  males  and  141 

females. 

The  age  groups 

were  as 

follows : — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Under  1  year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 4  years 

— 

1 

1 

5—15  „  . 

1 

1 

2 

16—20  „  . 

5 

1 

6 

21—30  ,,  . 

3 

3 

6 

31—39  „  . 

6 

3 

9 

40  49  „  . 

10 

8 

18 

50  64  „  . 

13 

26 

39 

65  years  and  over 

53 

98 

151 

91 

141 

232 

Age  at  which  Blindness  occurred. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Under  1  year  ... 

10 

12 

22 

1 —  4  years  ... 

1 

3 

4 

5—15  ,,  . 

4 

1 

5 

16—20  „  . 

5 

1 

6 

21—30  „ 

6 

3 

9 

31—39  „  . 

4 

11 

15 

40  49  ,,  . 

9 

11 

20 

50—64  „  . 

20 

34 

54 

65  years  and  over 

30 

64 

94 

Age  unknown  ... 

2 

1 

3 

91 

141 

232 

During  the  year  there  were  16  deaths,  6  transfers  out,  1  de¬ 
certified,  26  new  cases  and  7  transfers  in. 

* 

Home  Workers.  The  Home  Workers  have  decreasd  by  two  this 
year  and  the  number  now  stands  at  three:  one  machine  knitter, 
one  piano  tuner  and  one  basket  maker. 

From  1st  July,  1952,  the  supervision  of  the  Home  Workers  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Royal  London  Society  for  the  Blind  in  order 
that  our  Workers,  in  their  differing  occupations,  may  have  the 
benefit  of  the  advice  and  help  offered  by  this  Society  who  have 
experienced  people  to  supervise  the  various  types  of  work  under¬ 
taken  by  the  blind. 

Employed  Blind  Persons.  Nineteen  blind  persons  are  employed 
in  various  occupations,  as  factory  operatives,  typists,  telephone 
operators,  etc.,  and  two  are  masseurs. 
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Education  and  Training.  Two  men  who  have  been  to  Torquay 
for  a  rehabilitation  course  and  are  considered  capable  of  working 
in  open  industry  without  further  training,  are  awaiting  suitable 
employment. 

Social  Activities.  The  weekly  Pastime  Classes  and  Domino 
Club  and  the  monthly  Socials  have  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  attendances  have  been  well  maintained. 

The  visits  to  the  Everyman  Theatre  are  very  much  enjoyed  b}r 
ten  blind  people  each  week.  A  rota  has  been  arranged  so  that 
all  those  who  enjoy  a  play  take  turns  in  attending  on  Tuesday 
evenings. 

The  Association  of  Ukranians  provided  a  very  enjoyable  social 
evening  for  the  blind  in  August. 

Holiday  Fund.  This  fund  continues  to  gain  popularity  and 
50  people  saved  up  for  their  holidays  during  the  year.  A  sum  of 
£114  Os.  2d.  was  paid  out  in  the  form  of  bonus  to  those  who  had 
holidays  away  from  home. 

Maintenance  of  Wireless  Sets.  Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of 
wireless  maintenance  and  repairs,  the  Committee  had  to  make  some 
alteration  in  this  service  to  the  blind  people.  Those  living  alone  or 
having  sole  use  of  their  wireless  set  still  have  it  maintained  for  them, 
and  are  required  to  refund  only  3/-  towards  the  cost  of  a  battery. 
Where  there  are  one  or  more  sighted  earning  members  sharing  the 
wireless  set  they  are  responsible  for  all  repairs,  but  may  receive 
from  this  Association  one -third  of  any  expense  incurred  on  behalf 
of  the  blind  person. 

Winter  Coal.  Voluntary  funds  have  again  provided  gifts  of 
coal  during  the  winter  months  for  aged  and  sick  blind  people. 
The  Christmas  gift  of  2  cwts.  to  all  the  blind  was  omitted  this  year 
so  that  some  of  the  old  people  could  have  a  larger  amount. 

Garden  for  the  Blind.  On  31st  July,  in  the  King  George  V 
Memorial  Garden,  Eldon  Square,  His  Worship  the  Mayor  accepted 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  a  teak  seat  bearing  an  inscription  showing 
that  it  was  a  gift  from  the  members  of  the  Inner  Wheel  Club  for  the 
use  of  blind  people.  The  Council  have  made  raised  flower  beds  in 
a  part  of  this  Garden  and  the  names  of  the  sweet-smelling  flowers 
growing  in  them  are  on  Braille  plaques. 

The  Shop.  Shop  sales  maintained  last  year’s  improvement. 
Articles  made  by  T.B.  and  other  disabled  persons  supplied  by  the 
Council’s  Occupational  Therapist  have  also  been  offered  for  sale 
since  March,  74%  commission  being  received  by  the  Association. 
Goods  to  the  value  of  £104  18s.  Ocl.  have  been  sold  during  the  ten 
months  so  that  apart  from  providing  a  wider  range  for  the  Blind 
Shop,  it  is  a  benefit  to  other  disabled  persons  to  be  able  to  offer 
their  handicrafts  for  sale  here. 
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We  are  indebted  to  Reading  Horticultural  Federation  for  the 
opportunity  they  give  us  each  year  at  their  annual  show  for 
exhibiting  and  selling  our  goods. 

The  Association  also  furnished  a  stand  at  the  International 
Exhibition  organised  by  Reading  Refugee  Committee  at  Olympia, 
Reading,  in  May.  These  opportunities  provide  a  useful  incentive 
for  neat  and  careful  work. 

Free  Passes.  The  Association  is  indebted  to  the  Corporation 
and  to  the  Thames  Valley  Traction  Co.  Ltd.  for  free  travel  for  the 
blind  on  their  buses;  also  to  the  following  Cinema  Managers  and 
the  Manager  of  the  Palace  Theatre  who  grant  free  admission  to  a 
number  of  blind  persons  each  week:  Central,  Odeon,  Pavilion, 
Savoy  and  Gaumont. 

Partially  Sighted  Register.  On  December  31st,  1952,  there 
were  50  partially  sighted  people  on  the  register,  12  males  and  38 


females.  The  age  groups  are  as  follows 

— 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Under  5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15  years  ... 

1 

3 

4 

16  20  „ 

. . .  — 

1 

1 

21  49  „ 

4 

6 

10 

50 — 64  ,, 

2 

7 

9 

65  years  and  over 

5 

21 

26 

12 

38 

50 

Thirteen  persons 
one  having  had  the 

were  added  to  this 
eye  test  at  Oxford. 

register  during 

the  year 

One  person  was  removed  from  the  register  on  admission  to  the 
Blind  Register  and  another  on  decertification  due  to  improved 
visual  acuity. 


The  register  is  divided  into  the  following  groups  for  those  aged 
16  and  over: — 

Persons  near  and  prospectively  blind  ...  ...  7 

Persons  mainly  industrially  handicapped  ...  7 

Persons  requiring  observation  only  ...  ...  32 

REPORT  OF  CONSULTING  OPHTHALMIC  SURGEON 

Mr.  G.  T.  Willoughby  Cashed,  F.R.C.S.,  has  given  the  following 
report  in  connection  with  the  work  he  has  undertaken  during  the 
year : — 

During  the  year  42  cases  were  examined  for  admission  to  the 
Blind  Register,  of  which  5  cases  had  been  previously  examined. 
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De¬ 

certified 

Blind 

Not 

Blind 

Partially 

Sighted 

Total 

Cataract 

1 

4 

- — - 

1 

6 

Glaucoma 

1 

— - 

2 

3 

Myopia  ... 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Retinal 

Conditions 

— 

3 

— 

1 

4 

Congenital 

Conditions 

— 

3 

— 

1 

4 

Infective 

Conditions 

— 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Degenerative 

Conditions 

• — 

11 

— 

2 

13 

Injuries... 

— - 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

25 

4 

12 

42 

Cataract.  Of  the  four  patients  certified  blind,  three  could  be 
operated  on  with  fair  prognosis  and  in  the  other  patient  operation 
was  inadvisable  on  general  grounds.  One  patient  was  decertified 
as  a  result  of  a  successful  cataract  extraction. 

Glaucoma.  The  patient  certified  blind  had  fair  central  vision 
in  one  eye  which  had  been  successfully  operated  on  but  a  very 
constricted  visual  field.  Of  the  two  partially  sighted  patients,  one 
was  suffering  from  primary  glaucoma  with  poor  prognosis  on  account 
of  general  condition.  The  other  patient  had  lost  one  eye  in  1944 
from  acute  glaucoma.  The  left  eye  had  been  operated  on  in  1951 
for  the  same  condition  and  retained  6/18  vision  with  a  constricted 
field. 

Myopia.  The  certified  patient  had  cataracts  in  addition  to 
myopia.  One  of  the  partially  sighted  cases  was  complicated  by 
congenital  sub-luxation  of  both  lenses  and  bilateral  retinal  detach¬ 
ment,  both  eyes  having  been  operated  on  with  improvement  in  one 
eye.  Of  the  other  two  patients,  one  had  macula  degeneration  and 
the  other  amblyopia  exanopsia  and  corneal  nebulae  as  well  as 
myopia. 

Retinal  Conditions.  Of  the  three  patients  certified  blind,  one 
was  a  case  of  pigmentary  degeneration  of  the  retina  and  diabetes 
was  the  cause  of  the  retinal  condition  of  the  other  two.  The  partially 
sighted  patient  in  this  group  had  bilateral  retinal  detachment, 
both  eyes  having  been  operated  upon  with  success  in  the  left  eye. 

Congenital  Conditions.  One  of  the  certified  patients  had 
nystagmus  and  long-standing  retinitis  due  to  congenital  syphilis, 
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the  second  had  nuclear  cataract  in  each  eye  which  could  be  operated 
on  and  the  third  was  a  baby  with  retrolental  fibroplasia.  The 
partially-sighted  patient  had  post-polar  cataracts  in  each  eye. 
Prognosis  should  be  fair  following  operation. 

Infective  Conditions.  Herpes  ophthalmicus  followed  by  irido¬ 
cyclitis  and  secondary  glaucoma  was  the  cause  of  blindness  in  one 
patient  and  optic  neuritis  in  the  other.  One  partially-sighted 
patient  had  keratitis,  irido-cyclitis  and  retinitis  due  to  tuberculosis 
and  the  other  had  had  the  left  eye  removed  in  infancy  while  the 
right  eye  showed  a  corneal  scar  due  to  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

Degenerative  Conditions.  Eleven  patients  were  certified  in 
this  category,  including  two  cases  of  temporal  arteritis,  three  of 
central  senile  exudative  retinopathy  and  six  of  senile  macula 
degeneration. 

Injuries.  Both  patients  in  this  category  had  lost  one  eye  through 
injury  and  had  good  vision  in  the  other. 

In  looking  through  the  figures  it  will  be  noted  that  in  this  report 
there  are  twelve  cases  certified  as  being  partially  sighted.  It  is  not 
easy  to  assess  partial  sight,  but  the  idea  of  admitting  persons  to  the 
Partially-sighted  Register  is  to  assist  them  to  employment  where 
their  visual  limitations  do  not  cause  any  difficulty  with  their  work 
or  damage  to  their  eyes. 

It  is  found  that  persons  who  are  partially  sighted  due  to  a 
congenital  defect  are  unlikely  to  become  blind  from  that  defect 
which  has  been  in  existence  over  a  long  period  of  years.  They  have 
become  accustomed  to  it  and  can  perform  work  equal  to  their  visual 
function.  If,  however,  a  person  has  had  a  recent  illness  or  injury 
which  has  caused  a  deterioration  of  their  vision  not  sufficient  to 
make  them  so  blind  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  any  work,  they  can 
be  rehabilitated  and  encouraged  to  use  what  vision  is  available  to 
them  in  their  employment  and  also  can  be  kept  under  observation 
so  that  their  deterioration  can  be  assessed. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB 

Further  discussions  took  place  with  the  Oxford  Diocesan 
Association  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  considerable  progress  was 
made  in  the  drafting  of  a  detailed  agreement.  I  am  pleased  to  be 
able  to  report  that  this  agreement  was  duly  signed  early  in  1953. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  will  prove  satisfactory  in  practice,  and  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  enter  into  a  satisfactory  partnership  with  the 
Association. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  “HARD  OF  HEARING” 

The  arrangements  with  the  Reading  and  District  “  Hard  of 
Hearing  ”  Association  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily;  the 
financial  basis  was  unchanged.  Mr.  W.  Id.  Edmunds,  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Association,  has  been  good  enough  to  supply  me  with  the 
following  information  for  inclusion  in  this  report: — 
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The  past  year  has  been  the  most  successful  in  our  history.  Our 
numerical  strength  has  improved  and  our  financial  condition  is 
healthy.  Our  social  and  cultural  activities  have  therefore  been 
largely  increased,  and  our  welfare  work  intensified.  On  the  social 
side,  in  addition  to  our  monthly  whist  drive  evenings  and  open  games 
evenings,  we  have  had  two  interesting  and  instructive  visits  to 
industrial  works  in  the  town.  One  important  event  was  in  July 
when  we  joined  up  with  the  Oxford  and  Newbury  “  Hard  of 
Hearing  ”  Clubs  and  had  a  Saturday  motor  coach  run  to  Wantage 
and  the  Vale  of  the  White  Horse.  About  100  “  Hard  of  Hearing  ” 
people  were  present.  We  have  had  motor  coach  runs  to  Hindhead, 
in  Surrey,  and  over  to  Newbury.  The  President  and  Mrs.  Hunt 
Williams  gave  us  a  garden  party  at  Kidmore  End  in  September. 
We  have  formed  a  “  Miming  Club,”  and  they  gave  us  a  wonderful 
show  at  our  annual  Christmas  party.  We  have  opened  an  Outings 
Savings  Bank  Fund  to  enable  members  to  put  by  weekly  their  savings 
to  meet  the  expense  of  these  motor  outings  and  for  their  holidays. 

Members  are  taking  advantage  of  vocational  training  centres 
and  are  learning  to  become  craftsmen.  We  keep  in  constant  touch 
with  the  E.N.T.  Clinic  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  and  work  in 
co-operation  with  them.  The  sick  and  needy  are  visited  by  myself 
and  ladies  of  the  Committee. 

A  lip-reading  class  on  Tuesday  evenings  is  provided  by  the 
Local  Education  Authority  and  attended  by  our  members.  On  the 
cultural  side,  we  have  had  10  illustrated  talks  with  films  and  lantern 
slides,  picture  postcards  and  objects.  Strange  to  say,  these  have 
brought  our  largest  attendances  and  our  Epirisor  has  been  our 
greatest  asset.  We  can  truly  say  that  we  have  achieved  what  we 
set  out  to  do,  viz.,  restore  self-confidence  to  the  afflicted  and  have 
brought  them  from  the  misery  of  an  isolated  life  into  a  brighter  and 
fuller  one. 

SECTION  31— MEALS  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 

During  the  year  the  W.V.S.  continued  to  provide  their  “meals 
on  wheels  ”  service  in  the  Borough  and  8,732  meals  were  served  to 
old  people  and  were  very  much  appreciated  by  the  recipients.  The 
Corporation  subsidy  was  increased  from  7d.  to  lOd.  per  meal 
because  of  the  increase  in  costs.  Our  thanks  are  again  due  to 
Mrs.  Buckingham  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  continued  to 
administer  this  most  valuable  service. 

SECTION  37— REGISTRATION  OF  OLD  PEOPLE’S 
HOMES 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  four  homes  for  old  people 
which  were  registered.  Applications  for  the  registration  of  two  more 
were  under  consideration. 

SECTION  47— REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF 
PEOPLE  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  this  section 
during  the  year. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Referee  to  the 
Reading  Crematorium.  During  the  year  675  cremations  were 
carried  out;  this  compares  with  763  for  1951  and  576  for  1950. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  continued  in  its  new  premises  at  Battle  Hospital. 
Unfortunately,  the  methods  of  keeping  records  which  are  used  by 
the  Laboratory  cannot  be  arranged  to  show  the  work  done  for 
Reading  Borough  without  an  unjustifiable  amount  of  labour,  but 
I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Director  of  the  Laboratory 
for  his  willing  help  on  many  occasions. 

Nursing  Homes.  During  the  year  one  nursing  home  surrendered 
its  licence  and  there  are  now  6  homes  registered  with  the  local 
authority,  providing  accommodation  for  32  maternity  patients  and 
58  others,  a  total  of  90  beds.  All  homes  were  inspected  during  the 
year. 

Nursery  and  Child  Minders  Act,  1948.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  6  child  minders  registered  in  the  town. 
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